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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

This paper assesses all three skills from GCSE Psychology through three distinct topics as well as
research methods. To do well, candidates need to be prepared to demonstrate the range of skills
assessed including applying what they know to novel scenarios rather than just relying on what they may
have learned in class. Candidates did particularly well on the extended response this series as well as
those questions assessing their mathematical skills. Evaluation was strong too as long as candidates
understood that was what a question was asking for. Candidates did notably well on Questions 4, 5,

6 (d) and 16 which required both knowledge and then understanding. Questions 10 and 14 were
particularly challenging with their obvious commonality being a focus on neuropsychology.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following: generally did the following:

e contextualised answers by applying them to ¢ did not attempt enough questions

core studies or the planned investigation e confused different studies
where appropriate e demonstrated a limited understanding of
e evaluated where required research methodology.

¢ did well on the mathematics questions

e demonstrated sound knowledge of
neuropsychology

¢ planned their responses to the questions in
Section D.
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Section A overview

Candidates demonstrated sound knowledge of the topic in this section as well as strong mathematical
skills.

Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Identify the pair of traits that criminals score high on according to Eysenck’s Criminal
Personality Theories.

A Extraversion and Introversion
B Extraversion and Psychoticism
C Introversion and Neuroticism

D Psychoticism and Stability

Your answer [1]

Question 1 (b)

(b) Identify the part of the brain identified by Eysenck as being associated with the criminal
personality.

A Rectangular Activation System
B Rectangular Amplification System
C Reticular Activation System

D Reticular Amplification System

Your answer [1]
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Question 1 (c)

(c) Identify what, according to Eysenck, it is difficult to do with people with a criminal personality.
A Condition them
B Imitate them
C Imprison them

D Measure them

Your answer [1]

Most candidates correctly identified the traits and the part of the brain associated with Eysenck’s theory
but there were more incorrect responses to part (c) with a significant number of candidates choosing the
fourth answer i.e., believing Eysenck stated that people with a criminal personality were hard to measure
rather than hard to condition.

Question 2

2 Explain how Eysenck’s Criminal Personality Theories can be seen as ignoring the role of nurture.

Most candidates earned marks on this question and the full range of marks was awarded. Most
candidates were able to outline an aspect of nurture ignored by Eysenck’s theory as well as outlining
how the theory supported the idea that criminal behaviour is natural.
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Question 3

3  Outline two criticisms of the procedure used in Heaven’s (1996) study into delinquency.

Most candidates were able to identify two valid criticisms with the most successful; answers earning
further marks by clearly relating this to the study itself rather than making generic comments.

Exemplar 1

+ W 1s ot generalisabledue Ao, cdlfture. bas:. M. qukaponts
Mt Austallon. oagees... Aan... 4. thld.. pote. o T
i5.. 0 LY. ICh. gragg. A0l y ... ceSulls... . . ustd...
0. Hpresond. At WOl populicne.......
2 TR0t A S0, ity 5Sues...aS..20% . of Ahe... 00GWAL.....
pacticypants... & vidndiee. AN, ARCE...4he. VAl Ay .as....

ey o fobt.. e et prgaquey._n...octnnlly.

elinqueck. behaiguc...0C R0 .. .. vl oF  SUE e
Thise” resufts wonld have szgmﬂm%g holpd 44 study- ™

This response earns all 4 marks and illustrates strong application skills in the sense the two criticisms
are clearly identified and then related explicitly to Heaven'’s study.
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Assessment for learning

@ Candidates should know how to contextualise a criticism of a study by relating it back to a

study. If a study lacks ecological validity they need to be able to outline the way in which that
particular study is artificial.

Question 4

4  There are a number of types of crime.
Look at the following diagram.

Draw lines to match the type of crime to its correct example. [3]
TYPE OF CRIME EXAMPLE
Acquisitive Fraud
Murder
Anti-social
Rape
Violent
Vandalism

Most candidates scored 3 on this question. A common error was to draw four lines so that ‘rape’ was

linked to ‘type of crime’. Candidates should be clear that for 3 marks they are only expected to draw
three lines.
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Question 5

5

Complete the following passage on the Social Learning Theory of Criminality by filling in the
gaps.

You must choose a different term for each gap from the list below. [5]

identify imitate internalise model observe punish reinforce

Social Learning Theory says that criminal behaviour starts with an individual finding a role

model who they ...l with. They then ... their role model’s
criminal behaviour and are motivated t0 ...........ccooeveeiinnin. it. If there is a reward, like
money, to ....occeevviiieee, the behaviour then it is likely to continue. Individuals eventually

criminal behaviour so it is not easy to get rid of.

Many candidates performed well and scored full marks here. Nearly all candidates got the first three
terms correct.

Question 6 (a)

6

Findings from a recent survey of victims of crime suggest that young adults are the most likely
age group to encounter crime. However, the survey also showed that people in this age group
do not always view criminal behaviour in the same way as older people and see certain types of
crime as quite normal.

The mean number of crimes experienced by young adults in the space of one year was 4.1
compared to a mean of 2.2 for all other age groups. The most common type of crime experienced
was acquisitive crime which made up 32% of all crimes reported.

From the source:

(a) Identify how crime was measured in this research.

Most candidates understand the demands of this question and gave a correct response. Some
candidates mistakenly quoted some of the figures in the source.
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Question 6 (b)

(b) Give one phrase that relates to the idea that crime is a social construct.

Most candidates could identify one of the relevant statements but sometimes did not quote enough of it
to earn the mark.

Question 6 (c)

(c) Outline how the researchers would have calculated the mean number of crimes experienced
by young adults.

There were many good responses where candidates demonstrated their knowledge of how the mean is
calculated and used the information from the source accurately. A common mistake was to suggest the
crimes experienced should be added up (which gained 1 mark) but then suggest they be divided by the
number of crimes rather than the number of young adults (which lost the second mark). Some
candidates just gave the calculation without applying it to the source which was not creditworthy.

Question 6 (d)

(d) Give the fraction of reported crimes which were acquisitive crimes, in its lowest possible
form. Show your workings.

Most candidates were able to give the correct response and show how they got to it.
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Section B overview

In this section, description was better than evaluation. The exception was candidates’ descriptions of
changes to the brain in the pre-natal stage which tended to be variable.

Question 7 (a)

7 (a) Identify the two methods used in Study 1 of Blackwell et al.’s (2007) research into fixed and
growth mindsets.

A Case study using observations
B Case study using questionnaires
C Longitudinal study using observations

D Longitudinal study using questionnaires

Your answer 1]

Question 7 (b)

(b) Identify the subject that was used to investigate mindsets in Blackwell et al.’s (2007) Study 1.
A English
B Mathematics
C Science

D Technology

Your answer 1]
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Question 7 (c)

(c) Identify the key factor that affected progress of children with a growth mindset in Study 1
according to Blackwell et al. (2007).

A They believed they had the capacity to change their intelligence
B They chose the most challenging tasks to do
C They enjoyed the risk of failing

D They knew their teachers believed in them

Your answer [1]

Most candidates correctly answered Question 7 (b). There was more inaccuracies on Question 7 (a) with
a number of candidates choosing C rather than D. Question 7 (c) elicited a range of responses.

Question 8 (a)

8 (a) Outline one criticism of the sample used in Study 2 of Blackwell et al.’s (2007) research.

Most candidates could identify a bias in the sample with cultural bias being the most common response.
Many candidates then went on to contextualise this but there was sometimes confusion about the
geographical location of this particular study both in terms of the city and the country.
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Question 8 (b)

(b) Apart from the sample, outline how one other feature of Blackwell et al.’s (2007) Study 2
could be improved.

A number of candidates found this question challenging in the sense they often identified a limitation of
the study but were not able to use this to suggest an improvement. Unless there was some link to a
relevant improvement, limitations were not creditworthy. A significant number of candidates offered
improvements to the sample even though this was precluded by the question.

Exemplar 2
' tThe motivelicnad
Blackwel_eal .~...Wﬂdﬁﬁuﬁm\mm.“rﬂ..ﬁ&&ﬁ!ﬁﬁf}..tﬁ.”{gﬁg\'}?tg@(ﬁﬁi..ée..m.tﬂ@‘ﬁﬂm
T may he that the wie. o vativg seater. Aid et Aite the student! ...
.mmwe.\.r....pﬂﬁﬁ@tu-_..S@._.t.n.tmmx..mmtd..lo.ec.a.«.»md. ot do. Yeleanhons (ah.

Yelinbie

aitest . studerdt Leei mcgi._md Thawghtl newe.inekeelh gVing sk sewth2]

This response earns both marks for firstly suggesting a limitation of the way data was collected and then
offering a solution to this which would constitute an improvement.

Assessment for learning

If candidates are required to offer an improvement for a study they need to start by identifying a
relevant limitation but then focus on how this could be addressed if the research was to be
carried out again. For example, if a limitation is a study’s ecological validity then how could the
set up be made more realistic?
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Question 9

9 Researchers estimate that the total number of neurons in adult brains goes down by 3200000
per year.

Express this figure in standard form.

..................................................................................................................................................... [1]
There were many correct responses here although common mistakes were 3.2 x 10°and 3.2 x 106,
Question 10
10 Describe how the brain changes in the pre-natal stage of development.

..................................................................................................................................................... [4]

Although there were examples of well-informed and detailed descriptions this was not the norm. Most
candidates, who understood the question, could offer relevant detail although a number of candidates
relied on just naming various parts of the brain to make the point that all of these parts began to emerge
in the pre-natal stage. Some candidates described changes that happen after this stage and some
described changes which were too generic. A common error was to refer to cognitive stages of
development and to suggest the foetuses’ have certain cognitive abilities that are evident before birth.
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Question 11
11 A study of 23 five-year-olds showed that 17 of them showed signs of egocentrism.
Calculate the number of the 23 children that were egocentric in decimal form to 2 decimal places.

Show your workings.

..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
Many candidates earned both marks here but a common error was to divide 23 by 17 rather than the
other way around.

Question 12 (a)
12 (a) Describe Piaget's (1952) experiment into the conservation of number.
.............................................................................................................................................. [5]

This question elicited a full range of responses. At one end, candidates described the wrong Piagetian
study (e.g., one looking at conservation of volume) while at the other end there were clear step-by-step
descriptions of Piaget’s procedure and then findings. Candidates should be aware that descriptions of
studies which do not include the actual findings are not able to earn full marks as the description is
incomplete. Middle scoring responses tended to lack accuracy or detail, relying on the examiner to fill in
the gaps’ to make sense of the response.
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Question 12 (b)
(b) Evaluate Piaget’'s (1952) experiment into the conservation of number.

Most candidates recognised that they needed to evaluate the study although some used the space to
outline findings and conclusions which had not been included in part (a). The most successful responses
offered two or three criticisms which were explained in the context of the study. Less successful
responses tended to list criticisms which were generic rather than specific. If candidates choose to
highlight that Piaget asked the same question twice in his experiment then, in general, they do need to
explain why this is a methodological problem.

Misconception

@ Candidates often incorrectly answer that some of Piaget’s participants changed their answer

following the second question due to demand characteristics. It is highly unlikely that his

youngest participants guessed the aim of the study and then pretended they could not conserve!

It is more to do with their expectations of what they should do if asked the same question again
with very young children being particularly susceptible to thinking their first answer must have been

wrong.

17 © OCR 2022



GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

Section C overview

This section challenged candidates more than the previous two although the standard of the extended
responses to Q16 was frequently impressive.

Question 13 (a)

13 (a) Identify the correct example of a hallucination as experienced by an individual with
schizophrenia.

A Believing that people are plotting to get rid of you
B Believing that your thoughts are being broadcast to others
C Hearing voices that do not really exist

D Thinking that you are an important person

Your answer [1]

Question 13 (b)
(b) Identify the prevalence of schizophrenia in the British population.
A 0.00001% approximately
B 0.01% approximately
C 1% approximately

D 10% approximately

Your answer [1]
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Question 13 (¢)
(c) Identify the correct statement about the diagnosis of schizophrenia.
A Men tend to be diagnosed in their 20s
B Men tend to be diagnosed in their 40s
C Women tend to be diagnosed in their 20s

D Women tend to be diagnosed in their 40s

Your answer [1]

Question 13 (a) was answered best here although there were many correct responses for Questions13
(b) and (c).

Question 14

14 Explain what Daniel et al.'s (1991) findings into the effects of amphetamine show us about the
neuropsychology of schizophrenia.

This was the most challenging question for many. Few candidates focused solely on neuropsychology as
demanded by the question and referred instead to the performance on cognitive tests. There was
frequent confusion about whether dopamine activity was low or high in the pre-frontal cortices of people
with schizophrenia and, similarly, a number of candidates were unclear about the effect of
amphetamines on cerebral blood flow.
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Exemplar 3

Tht...omiphetamaine. 3 mdﬂsméﬂlbv%ﬂ;ﬁ? DI, (o relction..in. The.
prfoanemie. pmentome. o 0o WEST bvdp 7. had o £1fett indben The pletthe
g wad ot Th.. enphetamine sigmilioadtly. ik e . tiity...

This response earns full marks despite some irrelevant content. 1 mark for an increase in (brain) activity,
1 mark for referring to a relevant part of the brain (pre-frontal cortex) and 1 mark for correctly outlining
the effect on cerebral blood flow. Note, all marks are awarded for neuropsychological detail.

Misconception

@ Candidates often think that Daniel et al's study focused on excess of dopamine as a cause of

schizophrenia. However, because they researched the pre-frontal cortex then the issue is the
lack of dopamine.
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Question 15 (a)

Examiners’ report

15 The following frequency table was based on a sample of 20 people with clinical depression. It
shows how many of them experienced some of the key symptoms of the disorder.

Symptom Frequency

Loss of appetite HH HH HH
Loss of pleasure HH HH HH HH
Loss of self-confidence HH HH |

Loss of sex drive (111

Sleep disturbance HH HH HH T
Irritability HH I

Using the table:

(a) Identify the most frequent symptom reported by the sample.

The question was answered correctly by almost all candidates.

21
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Question 15 (b)

(b) Draw a bar chart to display the data collected.

[4]

Bars tended to be drawn accurately here earning candidates at least 1 mark. Most candidates were also
able to correctly draw and label the axes although it was common for candidates to forget to label the a-
axis. Labelling of the bars was not always clear. The most common mistake was to forget to include a
title. Some candidates who provided a title did not earn the mark because they did not refer to both
variables, or because they mistakenly referred to symptoms of schizophrenia rather than depression.
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Question 16

16* Use your knowledge and understanding from across the psychology course to explain how far
you agree with the following statement.

‘Psychological research has many issues with validity.’

In your answer, you should refer to Tandoc et al.’s (2015) study into Facebook use and
depression, and to at least one other study from another area of psychology.

There were some successful responses to this question and 13 marks were awarded on a number of
occasions. The most successful responses outlined relevant features of the selected studies which were
then evaluated throughout the essay and in context. Candidates were good at focusing only on issues of
validity and it was rare for them to try to discuss other issues. Some essays were imbalanced in terms of
the skills being assessed — either by going into too much detail when describing studies or, conversely,
focusing on evaluation points without detailing the study. Occasionally, candidates’ second study was
Daniel et al which could not be credited as it was from the same area as Tandoc et al.
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Section D overview

This was the least successful section for most candidates. Candidates need to have confidence to plan
their own investigation with their own ideas rather than assuming there are expected answers.

Question 17

You have been asked to carry out an experiment to investigate whether there is a difference in
participants’ ability to concentrate on a written task when they are listening to music with lyrics and
music without lyrics. The theory is that the lyrics from songs will interfere with people’s ability to
process the information needed to write something.

Use this space to plan your investigation.

17 Write a null hypothesis for your investigation.

Most candidates understood what was required from a null hypothesis and got the stem right. Some
candidates did not earn the second mark because of omissions such as a reference to the written task or
for only referring to one condition of the IV rather than both. Some candidates did not seem to know how
to construct a hypothesis, writing aims or research questions instead. A common error was to get the IV
wrong and suggest the conditions were ‘music or no music’. Often this error persisted throughout the
relevant responses.
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Question 18

18 Identify the dependent variable in your investigation.

Many candidates were able to do this although some made the error of only referring to concentration
without the written task. A minority of candidates offered the IV instead.

Question 19 (a)
19 (a) Identify the sampling method you would use in your investigation.

A range of sampling techniques were offered. Common errors were to describe the compaosition of the
sample or to name an experimental design. In both cases, it meant that candidates were unlikely to earn
further marks in other parts of this question.

Question 19 (b)

(b) Outline one strength of using this sampling method in your investigation.

The strength usually matched the method named in Question 19 (a) but this was not always the case.
The most successful responses were able to link the strength to the planned investigation but this was
rare.
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Question 19 (c)
(c) Outline one weakness of using this sampling method in your investigation.

The weakness usually matched the method named in Question 19 (a) but this was not always the case.
The most successful responses were able to link the weakness to the planned investigation but this was
rare.

Question 20 (a)

20 (a) Identify the experimental design you would use in your investigation.

Most candidates offered an experimental design although a common error was to offer a type of
experiment which usually prevented those candidates from earning any more marks on the other parts of
this question.

Question 20 (b)

(b) Outline one strength of using this experimental design in your investigation.

The strength usually matched the design named in Question 20 (a) but this was not always the case.
The most successful responses were able to link the weakness to the planned investigation but this was
rare. A common error was to describe the design rather than being explicit about its strength.
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Question 20 (c)
(c) Outline one weakness of using this experimental design in your investigation.

The weakness usually matched the design named in Question 20 (a) but this was not always the case.
The most successful responses were able to link the weakness to the planned investigation but this was
rare.

Question 21
21 Outline the procedure you would use in your investigation.

There was a real variability in the quality of responses. The most successful responses occurred where
candidates identified details that they had not been able to offer elsewhere (e.g. type of experiment,
controls, ethical considerations, measurement of DV, analysis of data). Less successful responses
repeated details credited elsewhere or, contradicted responses elsewhere (e.g., candidates described a
procedure with a different sampling method or an alternative experimental design). The latter error
tended to occur where there wasn’t evidence of the candidate having planned the investigation before
answering the questions.
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Question 22

22 Explain how demand characteristics may be an issue in your investigation.

Most candidates demonstrated an understanding of demand characteristics although some confused the
concept with the issue of social desirability and earned no marks. Only some candidates were able to
adequately apply the issue of demand characteristics to their planned investigation.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should use the planning box before answering any questions in Section D to reduce
the risk of contradictory responses or responses which lack coherency.
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Review students' exam performance with our free online results
analysis tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and
Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

* review and run analysis reports on exam performance

« analyse results at question and/or topic level

» compare your centre with OCR national averages

* identify trends across the centre

+ facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

» identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

* help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching
departments.

Find out more.


http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about
qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or
with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be

used or shared for any marketing purposes.
Call uson

01223 553998 o| like this Q | dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

g s . Please note — web links are correct at date
[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

of publication but other websites may

(& ocrorg.uk change over time. If you have any problems
© /ocrexams with a link you may want to navigate to that
¥ /ocrexams organisation’s website for a direct search.

M /company/ocr
O /ocrexams

' CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2022 Oxford Cambridge and

RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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