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Support highlights
We’ve collated links to some of our core resources into this one-stop guide. These highlighted resources will 
enable you to get up to speed quickly in the classroom and support your students in preparing for assessment. 
They include materials that will focus your teaching on individual abilities of students, help determine their 
capabilities and above all save you time. Many more resources are available from the OCR website.

OCR A Level (H573) specification
Download our specification

The specification explains the aims and learning outcomes of the qualification. It 
details what students are expected to know, understand and do. The specification 
details the content and key knowledge, issues for discussion and suggested scholarly 
views, academic approaches and sources of authority. 

The ‘content’ column details the focus of each topic and provides information on  
the main areas of study. ‘Key knowledge’ provides details of the knowledge expected 
of students. 

Each topic ends with a section detailing discussion points. While it is expected that 
discussions on these topics will range wildly, the listed points are considered to be 
central debates and issues appropriate for assessment. 

Exam questions can be set on the content, key knowledge and discussion points. 
The specification also explains aspects of assessment in A Level RS. It is your starting 
point and is useful for planning, both long and medium term, along with individual 
lessons.

Curriculum planners
Download our curriculum planners

Philosophy of Religion

Religion and ethics

Developments in Christian thought

Developments in Islamic thought

Developments in Jewish thought

Developments in Buddhist thought

Developments in Hindu thought

Curriculum planers are available for each of the seven components and give 
approximate hours; suggested teaching and learning and resources; scholarly views, 
academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority. They give a possible 
approach of how the specification can be taught.

A LEVEL
Specificat

ion

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

H573
For first assessment in 2018

ocr.org.uk/alevelreligiousstudies

Version 1.1 (May 2018)
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Learners take components 01 and 02 and one from 03 to 07, to be awarded the OCR A Level in Religious Studies.

Content Overview
Assessment Overview

Philosophy of religion Learners will study:• ancient philosophical influences
• the nature of the soul, mind and body
• arguments about the existence or non-existence 

of God• the nature and impact of religious experience

• the challenge for religious belief of the problem 

of evil• ideas about the nature of God
• issues in religious language.

Philosophy of religion
(01)

120 marks
2 hour written paper

33.3%  of total  A LevelReligion and ethics Learners will study:• normative ethical theories 
• the application of ethical theory to two 

contemporary issues of importance
• ethical language and thought 
• debates surrounding the significant idea of 

conscience • sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought 

of developments in religious beliefs.

Religion and ethics
(02)

120 marks
2 hour written paper

33.3%  of total  A LevelDevelopments in religious thought 
Learners will study:• religious beliefs, values and teachings, their 

interconnections and how they vary historically 

and in the contemporary world
• sources of religious wisdom and authority

• practices which shape and express religious 
identity, and how these vary within a tradition

• significant social and historical developments in 

theology and religious thought
• key themes related to the relationship between 

religion and societyin the context of one religion chosen from Christianity 

(03), Islam (04), Judaism (05), Buddhism (06) or 

Hinduism (07).

Developments in religious thought 
(03–07)

120 marks
2 hour written paper

33.3%  of total  A Level

2a. OCR’s A Level in Religious Studies (H573)

2 The specification overview 

Qualification
Accredited

AS and A LEVEL
Curriculum Planner

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
H173, H573
For first teaching in 2016

Developments in Hindu 
Thought (H573/07)
Version 1

www.ocr.org.uk/religiousstudies
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Curriculum Planner

AS and A Level Religious Studies

Topic Content Point
Approximate 
Hours of teaching

Suggested Teaching and Learning
Suggested resources, scholarly views, academic 

approaches and sources of wisdom and authority

Augustine’s 
Teaching on 
Human Nature*

Human 
Relationships pre- 

and post- Fall

4 Brief background to Augustine and the influences on his thinking 

including:
• His mother Monica.

• Manicheism.
• Pelagius.
• Augustine’s own experience of the power of human sexuality 

and the impact on human nature.

Augustine’s interpretation of Genesis 2–3.

The state of perfection before the Fall and Adam and Eve’s 

relationship as friends:

• The state of perfection in Eden and the sexual relationship as a 

rational act in response to the command of Gen. 1 ‘Go forth and 

multiply’.
• Adam and Eve’s friendship not based on sex.

• Unity of body and soul.

Lust and selfish desires after the Fall:

• The division of the unity of the body and the soul and the 

divided will.
• The importance of concupiscence.

• The sexualisation of humanity.

• Augustine view on the role of women in the Fall.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZHdjRqiHH4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpJdPXnx7-A

A McGrath, The Christian Theology Reader 3rd Ed 

(Blackwell: Oxford , 2007) pp 401-487

T Wiley, Original Sin: Origins Developments, 

Contemporary Meanings (Paulist: New York, 2002) pp 

56–76

A McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction (6th 

Edition available September 2016: http://eu.wiley.com/

WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1118869575.html

5th edition resources:

http://bcs.wiley.com/he-bcs/

Books?action=index&itemId=1444335146&bcsId=5839

Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church Part 3 

Chapter 1 Article 8: http://www.vatican.va/archive/

ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM

Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church Part 3 

Chapter 1 Article 8: http://www.vatican.va/archive/

ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM

Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church Part 3 

Chapter 3 Article 2

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM

Video The Examined Life: What is Human Nature?

M. Velasquez, Philosophy: A Text with Readings https://

www.cengagebrain.co.uk/shop/search/9781133933441

H Chadwick. Augustine: A Very Short Introduction 

(OUP:Oxford, 1986) chapter 10

R Price. Augustine (Fount: London, 1996) chapters 4-5

J Wetzel. Augustine A Guide for the Perplexed 

(Continuum: London, 2010) chapter 3

Original Sin and 

its effects on the 

will and human 

societies

2 Augustine’s teaching that Original Sin is passed on through sexual 

intercourse and is the cause of Human Selfishness and lack of free 

will and the lack of stability and corruption in all human societies.

• The uncontrolled body and the dominance of erotic desire in 

procreation.
•  Humanity as a ‘massa peccati’. 

•  Humanity is predisposed to sin.

•  Lust as a consequence. 

•  The human drive of passion against rationality.

•  Humankind’s rebellion against God.

A good contrast to evaluate? look at other theories of human 

nature such as the atheist ideas of Sartre.
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Curriculum Planner

A Level Religious Studies

Topic Content Point Approximate 
Hours of teaching Suggested Teaching and Learning Suggested resources, scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority

Soul, Mind and 
Body*

Substance Dualism 3 Belief that there is a separate non-physical mind/soul in addition to the physical body.

Descartes case for dualism: 
- The waves of doubt, why the body can be doubted. 
- The Cogito ( I think therefore I am) as an example of something that cannot be doubted.- Descartes’ three arguments for the soul: Divisibility, doubt, clear and distinct ideas – These rest on Leibniz law the idea that if there is one aspect in which things differ then logically they must be two different things. 

- Evaluation of these arguments.

OCR A Level Religious Studies (Wilkinson, Wilcockson & Campbell) Oxford A Level Religious Studies for OCR (Ahluwahlia & Bowie) 

Descartes, The Meditations chapter 2 and chapter 6Online version here http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/descartes1641.pdf 
Descartes, Principles of Philosophy 1.60-65
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/descartes1644part1.pdf

Materialism 3 Belief that consciousness is a feature of the physical brain and that there is no separate substance.

The ability of science to expand our knowledge of the world and the workings of the brain – the ‘explanatory gap’ has been greatly reduced. (Dawkins view that science will eventually kill off the soul) 

Different types of materialism such as identity theory – the mind is the brain, and behaviourism (although this does not have to be interpreted in a materialist manner).

OCR A2 Religious Studies (Eyre, Knight & Rowe) p89-99

OCR A Level Religious Studies (Wilkinson, Wilcockson & Campbell)p40-55 
Oxford A Level Religious Studies for OCR (Ahluwahlia & Bowie) 

Blackmore, S (2010) Consciousness chapter 1 & 2 provide a good summary. 

Ryle, G (1949) The concept of mind chapter 1. 

Dawkins’ view on the soul 
https://www.edge.org/conversation/richard_dawkins-steven_pinker-is-science-killing-the-soul 
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A Level Religious Studies

Curriculum Planner

Topic
Content Point

Approx. Hours 

of teaching
Suggested Teaching and Learning

Suggested resources, scholarly views, academic 

approaches and sources of wisdom and authority

Judaism. GCSE Religious Studies. The Definitive Resource by Clive Lawton (published by The Board of Deputies of British Jews 2016) may be a useful source of intimal background reading if 

concepts have not been studied in depth at GCSE level.

1.Foundations

Jewish Oral and 

Written Law*

Introduction to 

Jewish oral and 

written sources

1
General Introduction to Jewish oral and written 

sources

•	 Torah/Tenakh

•	 Talmud

•	 Mishnah

•	 Midrash

•	 Halakha
h	/aggad

a

•	 Gemara

•	 order of transmission of the oral tradition

•	 revelation and authority.

Cohn-Sherbok, D., (2003) Judaism
.	History,	

Belief an
d	Practic

e, 

Routledge, Chapters 23

De Lange, N., (2000), An	Intr
oduction

	to	Judai
sm, Cambridge 

University Press, Chapter 3

Trepp, L., (2000) Judaism
.	Develop

ment	and	L
ife	4th	Ed

ition, 

Wadsworth Publishing Company, Chapters 12-13

The Babylonian 

Talmud

2.5
The Babylonian Talmud

•	 origins of the Babylonian Talmud

•	 transmission of the Babylonian Talmud

•	 further development of the key terms presented in 

the ‘introduction to Jewish oral and written sources’ in 

relation to the Babylonian Talmud

•	 the importance of the oral and written Torah for Jewish 

belief and life today.

The development of halakhah, including Shulkhan 

Arukh

•	 definition of halakhah

•	 dates and compilation of Shulkha
n	Arukh

•	 Orah	Ha
yyim (Path of Life)

•	 Yoreh	De
ah (Teacher of Knowledge)

•	 Even	ha-
Ezer (Stone of Help)

•	 Hoshen	M
ishpat (B

reastplate of Judgment)

•	 spread of influence of work (i.e. Vilna Gaon)

•	 diversity of approach in Orthodox and Progressive 

communities today to the Shulkha
n	Arukh.

Cohn-Sherbok, D., (2003) Judaism
.	History,	

Belief	an
d	Practic

e, 

Routledge, Chapters 37

De Lange, N., (2000), An	Intr
oduction

	to	Judai
sm, Cambridge 

University Press, Chapter 3

Hoffman, C.M. (2010) Teach	Y
ourself:	J

udaism, Hodder Education, 

Chapter 6

Trepp, L., (2000) Judaism
.	Develop

ment	and	L
ife	4th	Ed

ition, 

Wadsworth Publishing Company, Chapters 12-13

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/texts/talmud.

shtml
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Curriculum Planner

AS and A Level Religious Studies

Topic Content Point Approximate 
Hours of teaching Suggested Teaching and Learning Suggested resources, scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authorityProphecy and 

Revelation*
The Muslim view 
of prophecy 
(nubuwwa) and 
revelation (wahy)

4 Outline the different forms of revelation (wahy):
- direct revelation in the form of a revealed text as in the Qur’an to Muhammad, Gospels (Injeel) to Jesus, Torah (Tawrah) to Moses, Psalms (Zabur) to David 
- inspiration revealed through the sayings and actions of Muhammad (the Hadith and Sunnah) and earlier Prophets
- circumstances, such as through Angel Gabriel (Jibril), in dramatic moments, meditation, dreams.
Learners might put together a timeline of the main events in the 23 years of Qur’anic revelation to consider the context and progressive nature of revealed text, manifested in messages provided for specific circumstances and sometimes abrogated by later revelations); and in the characteristics of the Meccan and Madinan surahs of the Qur’an. 

Introduce the differences between a prophet (nabi) and a messenger (rasul) and other people who may provide examples and leadership but do not have such status.
Learners research and report back the ways in which the Qur’an and Hadith may be used by Muslims, categorising into use in various aspects of worship and devotion, special occasions, and for guidance.
Opportunity for group discussion about how text can be revelation throughout all time when revealed in a context: raise issues of interpretation. Discuss where Islam sits with regard to empirical truth and rational thought on the basis of revelation. 

Wheeler, B. (2002) Prophets in the Quran: An Introduction to the Quran and Muslim Exegesis, Continuum, pages 83–109, 173–198, 297–319, 321–335
Al-Azami, M. M. ‘The Islamic view of the Quran’ in Nasr, S.H. (ed) (2015) The Study Quran: A New Translation and Commentary, HarperCollins

Waines, D. (2003) An Introduction to Islam 2nd ed. 
Cambridge. Pages 7-32

Winter, T. ed. (2008) The Cambridge Companion to 
Classical Islamic Theology. Cambridge. Pages 19-32
BBC Radio, In Our Time, Prophecy – particularly from 15 mins onwards (about Prophecy and Islam)
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b02qncqn
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Curriculum Planner

A Level Religious Studies

Topic
Content Point

Approximate 

Hours of teaching
Suggested Teaching and Learning

Suggested resources, scholarly views, academic 

approaches and sources of wisdom and authority

Euthanasia
Voluntary and 

non-voluntary 

euthanasia

2

Students will need to review the topic of natural law prior to this 

topic.

The difference between voluntary euthanasia (a person’s life 

ended by a person’s request or with their consent) and non-

voluntary euthanasia (a person’s life is ended without their 

consent but with the consent of someone acting in their 

interests.) 

Modern case studies such as Tony Bland, Dianne Pretty and other 

more recent cases may be used to explore the differences.

Glover, J. (1990) Causing Death and Saving Lives. 

Chapter 14.15

Rachels, J and S. The elements of moral philosophy. 

Singer, P. (1995). Rethinking Life and Death: The Collapse 

of our Traditional Ethics. Oxford. Chapter 7.

My Revision Notes: Ethics and Religion (Eyre & 

Waterfield) (due February 2018). Chapter 5 

Ahluwalia, L. and Bowie, R. (2016) Oxford A Level 

Religious Studies for OCR (AS and Year 1). OUP Oxford.

Wilkinson, M., Wilcockson, M., and Campbell, H. (2016) 

OCR A Level Year 1, Hodder Education.

Sanctity and Quality 

of Life

2

The sanctity of life – religious idea that all life is made in God’s 

image and is sacred and the quality of life – human life having to 

possess certain qualities in order to have value.

The tension between the two concepts: Sanctity of Life is 

religious, sees intrinsic value of life, is supported by natural law 

and is absolute. Quality of Life is secular, has an instrumental view 

of life, is supported by situation ethics, and is relative/conditional.

Application and 

discussion of ethical 

theories applied to 

euthanasia

3

Application of natural law: Life as God given as revealed by Divine 

Law ‘God gives and God takes away,’ the five primary precepts 

– preseveration of life, double effect and not prolonging death, 

ordinary and extraordinary means.

Strengths and weaknesses of such an approach: it upholds the 

intrinsic value of life, double effect may bring some flexibility, it 

may seem outdated, it shows little compassion for suffering.

Application of situation ethics: personalism – concern for people 

and their welfare, quality of life and ‘loving outcome’ Fletcher’s 

role in the Euthanasia society of America.

Strengths and weaknesses of such an approach: flexibility to the 

situation, vagueness of doing the ‘most loving thing’, often the 

outcome of actions is unclear.

3
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Curriculum Planner

AS and A Level Religious Studies

Topic Content Point Approximate 
Hours of teaching Suggested Teaching and Learning Suggested resources, scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority

The Buddha Siddhartha’s life 3 What do we mean by ‘The Buddha’?•	 ‘awakened one’  (any enlightened being)•	 ‘historical Buddha’ (Siddhartha Gautama)Key details of Siddhartha’s life story: •	 birth and hedonistic upbringing •	  the four passing sights 
•	 renunciation 
•	 asceticism 
•	 enlightenment and teaching careerThe significance of the Buddha and his life:•	 literal and metaphorical interpretations, what the events represent
•	 how this is used in teaching and practice•	 the Buddha as an example or guide, not a source of salvation•	 the last words of the Buddha; ‘be lamps unto yourselves’ i.e. forge your own path to enlightenment, don’t blindly follow his; the idea of ehipassiko/ehipaśyika (‘come and try’)

Cush, D. (1994), Buddhism, Hodder Education, pg. 11-24

Dhammapada 153–4
Della Santina, P. (1970) The Fundamentals of Buddhism, Buddha Dharma Education Association ltd, Chapter 2  http://www.buddhanet.net/pdf_file/fundbud1.pdf Paul Williams, Buddhist Thought, pg. 21-30  http://www.ahandfulofleaves.org/documents/Buddhist%20Thought_Williams_2000.pdf 

Peter Harvey (2012) An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices (Second Edition), CUP, Chapter 1

The Buddha’s 
intellectual context

2 Brahminism
•	 the importance of Brahmanism in the Buddha’s contemporary culture
•	 his criticisms of the Brahmins and their ideas - for example criticism of ritualistic approach, mechanistic kamma/karma, understanding of the atman•	 his use and adaptation of Brahmin ideas Sramana movements
•	 Shramanas as ‘wandering freelance medicant philsophers’ (Cush, pg9) with a wide variety of beliefs, including those of Jainism
•	 the Buddha’s experience of Sramana movements and teachers •	 his use and adaptation of their ideas, or points of similarity and difference, for example ideas of rebirth, quest for peace, meditation, detachment and self-discipline 

Cush, D. (1994), Buddhism, Hodder Education, pg. 7-11Sn 1.7; PTS: Sn 116-142
Vasala Sutta: Discourse on Outcasts
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/kn/snp/snp.1.07.piya.html
Paul Williams, Buddhist Thought, pg. 73  http://www.ahandfulofleaves.org/documents/Buddhist%20Thought_Williams_2000.pdf 

Della Santina, P. (1970) The Fundamentals of Buddhism, Buddha Dharma Education Association ltd, Chapter 1 http://www.buddhanet.net/pdf_file/fundbud1.pdf 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/planning-and-teaching/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/346153-philosophy-of-religion-curriculum-planner-.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/461010-religion-and-ethics-curriculum-planner.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/341193-developments-in-christian-thought-curriculum-planner.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/424365-developments-in-islamic-thought-curriculum-planner.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/351831-developments-in-jewish-thought-curriculum-planner-.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/371959-developments-in-buddhist-thought-curriculum-planner-.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/338998-developments-in-hindu-thought-curriculum-planner.pdf
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Command words resource
Download our command words resource

The new command words assessment guide gives the command words we use 
for our exam questions, with explanations, examples and illustrations. This will help 
students understand what is expected of them in the exam.

New resources to support you
Assessment materials

Access past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports from the OCR website. 

Professional development
Understanding the Assessment: Exams Preparation for A Level 
Religious Studies (H573) Components 1, 2 and 3 (Full Day Online)
Exam Prep event for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments 
in Christian thought

This full day online event will focus on assessment, providing feedback on previous 
exam series including marking activities and teaching and learning, focussing on 
planning and teaching difficult content. This event will build on our past successful 
face to face CPD events, with a greater focus on teaching and learning.

Understanding the Assessment: Exams Preparation for A Level 
Religious Studies (H573) Components 1, 2 and 4 (Full Day Online)
Exam Prep event for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments  
in Islamic thought

This full day online event will focus on assessment providing feedback on previous 
exam series including marking activities and teaching and learning focussing on 
planning and teaching difficult content. This event will build on previous exam 
feedback events, but with a focus on Islam. 

Understanding the Assessment: Exams Preparation for A Level 
Religious Studies (H573) Components 1, 2 and 6 (Full Day Online)
Exam Prep event for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments  
in Buddhist thought

This full day online event will focus on assessment providing feedback on previous 
exam series including marking activities and teaching and learning focussing on 
planning and teaching difficult content. This event will build on successful exam 
feedback events, with a focus on Buddhism.

In the spring there will be webinars covering the following components in separate 
twilight sessions: Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments in 
Christian thought. 

Ask the Subject Advisor: A level Religious Studies (H573) Update 
(Online Q&A) 

There will be several free Subject Advisor online updates over the course of the year 
– these events will provide teachers with an update about the year ahead in terms 
of resources, networks and CPD. There will be discussion of the key headlines and 
themes from past examiner reports and an opportunity to ask questions.

See our range of professional development courses using ‘Find an event’ 

We’re now running all our CPD training online rather than face-to-face. Future 
courses will be in the form of a webinar, offering the same high-quality 
training as our face-to-face training. If you have any questions, please email 
professionaldevelopment@ocr.org.uk

A Level Religious Studies H573
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Command words and phrases 
 

OCR examination questions are written to give candidates every opportunity to show what they can do. They 
are not written to catch the candidate out. Candidate answers are marked positively – which means that 
candidates gain marks for what they can do, rather than lose marks for what they do not do.  Therefore, any 
valid and appropriate approach to a question is considered relevant and is rewarded.  Examiners know and 
understand the time constraints in an examination. 

In preparing for the exam, candidates might like to begin by assuming that every question has a “for”, an 
“against”, an “agree” and a “disagree” element.  As candidates get more confident, they can begin to explore 
ways of drawing out the grey areas in questions. 

The word ‘critically’ is sometimes used (see below) in front of a word but it does not change the examiner’s 
expectations: they will be looking for analysis and evaluation throughout an essay.  It might be added in 
topics where it is easier to skim over the material and the examiner wants to emphasise the need to analyse 
and evaluate in depth. 

Whatever the command word or phrase, examiners will use the levels of response in the mark scheme to 
assess the two assessment objectives.  The command word is part of the question and using it as a focus 
will ensure that the question is answered and answering the question is the main aim of writing an essay.   

Statement followed by “discuss” 

Explanation • The statement will usually be controversial in some way. 

• The specification will have prepared candidates by exploring more than one angle for 
this topic. 

• An essay needs to consider what the different views on this question are. 

• It needs to examine critically the points for and against before reaching an evaluative 
judgement at the end. 

Example ‘”Good” is meaningful.’  Discuss. (H573/02, Religion and ethics, June 2018) 

Illustration This question invites the candidate to explore the concept of ‘good’ from any perspectives 
the candidate chooses, as long as a range of views are critically analysed (in line with the 
levels of response).  A judgement may conclude that the word “good” is meaningful or is 
not, or something in between. 
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(Critically) Discuss… Explanation • The rest of the question will often be controversial in some way within the subject. 
• The specification will have prepared candidates by exploring the topic from several 

points of view. 
• An essay needs to focus in on what the question is asking (not just the topic in 

general). 

• It needs to explore the focus of the question, analysing strengths and weaknesses in 

order to reach a judgement. Example Discuss the view that the idea of purgatory makes more sense than hell. (H573/03, 

Developments in Christian thought, June 2019) Illustration This question gives a key aspect of Christian thought to explore.  Candidates are invited 

to explore the issues of purgatory and hell critically and reach a judgement on whether 

purgatory makes more sense (i.e. is more or less coherent or meaningful) than hell.  The 

judgement is likely to conclude that the idea of purgatory is or is not more coherent than 

that of hell – or potentially reject both.  

To what extent… 
Explanation • The rest of the question will often be controversial in some way within the subject.  It 

may not be a straightforward yes/no or agree/disagree question. • The specification will have prepared candidates by exploring the topic from several 

points of view. 
• An essay needs to consider both approaches that agree and disagree and standpoints 

that may partially agree or disagree. 
• It needs to explore more than one approach and demonstrate that it is not a fixed 

for/against question before reaching a judgement.  Sometimes that judgement may 

agree or disagree with the issue only partially. Example To what extent is the ontological argument successful in proving the existence of God? 

(H573/01, Philosophy of Religion, SAM) Illustration A response to this question is not necessarily straightforward.  One version of the 

ontological argument might be successful where another might not be – or aspects of the 

argument might be successful where others are not.  Critical analysis of the ontological 

argument and its strengths and weaknesses will give a range of different possible 

solutions about which an evaluative judgement will be needed. 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/assessment/#a-level-assessment-guides
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Religious%20studies&type=AS%20and%20A%20Level&qualification=Religious%20Studies%20-%20H173,%20H573
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Religious%20studies&type=AS%20and%20A%20Level&qualification=Religious%20Studies%20-%20H173,%20H573
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Religious%20studies&type=AS%20and%20A%20Level&qualification=Religious%20Studies%20-%20H173,%20H573
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Religious%20studies&type=AS%20and%20A%20Level&qualification=Religious%20Studies%20-%20H173,%20H573
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Religious%20studies&type=AS%20and%20A%20Level&qualification=Religious%20Studies%20-%20H173,%20H573
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Religious%20studies&type=AS%20and%20A%20Level&qualification=Religious%20Studies%20-%20H173,%20H573
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
mailto:professionaldevelopment%40ocr.org.uk?subject=Find%20an%20event%20
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Publisher materials
Hodder Education
Hodder Education has published new endorsed textbooks covering Philosophy 
of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments in Christian thought. The new 
textbooks cost £15.99 each. They have also published three revision guides and 
workbooks covering the same three components. The original endorsed books 
covering Year 1 and Year 2 that were first published in 2016 are still available, at a cost 
of £27.99 each.

Oxford University Press
OUP has published Year 1 and 2 endorsed textbooks covering Philosophy of Religion, 
Religion and Ethics and Developments in Christian thought costing £27.99 each. 

They also have a revision guide available at a cost of £19.99.

Polity Books
Polity have published endorsed textbooks covering Philosophy of Religion, Religion 
and Ethics and Developments in Christian thought costing £17.99 each.

Other resources
Cambridge in Your Classroom - The Faculty of Divinity and the Faculty of Education 
Religious Education PGCE course have collaborated in a series of videos covering a 
range of topics. The videos are supported by guidance for teachers with activities, 
More are on the way.

The Panpsycast is a weekly ‘informal and informative’ philosophy podcast inspiring 
and supporting students, teachers, academics, and free thinkers worldwide. The 
show has covered our Religious Studies A Level specification as well as a range of 
other topics. The goal of each episode is to make exciting and challenging research 
accessible to students, teachers, academics and the general public.

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy is an online resource which organizes 
scholars from around the world in philosophy and related disciplines to create and 
maintain an up-to-date reference work.

Crash Course is a YouTube channel started by John and Hank Green in association 
with PBS, the American public broadcast service. These are videos across subjects 
including science, computer science, engineering, media, history, literature, drama, 
mythology, statistics, chemistry, physics, philosophy, psychology, sociology, business, 
biology and economics. 

A History of Ideas from the BBC Radio 4 programme is another collection of videos 
on YouTube. The series answers big questions answered and explains big theories in 
under 2 minutes from the BBC Radio 4 programme – A History of Ideas. The videos 
were scripted by philosopher Nigel Warburton.
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https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/alevelrs/ocr
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/alevelrs/ocr
https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/alevel-ocr-rs/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/alevel-ocr-rs/?region=uk
https://politybooks.com/subjectlanding/?subject_id=13
https://politybooks.com/subjectlanding/?subject_id=13
https://www.divinity.cam.ac.uk/study-here/open-days/cambridge-your-classroom
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3J6SXwbz-rzUOlIN5ZgszQ
https://thepanpsycast.com/home
https://plato.stanford.edu/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLiykcLllCgPE0q9BiMexLFj-1rq9GUwX
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Keep connected

Blogs

In this blog we discuss students moving up from GCSE to A Level and top 
recommendations for them to get ready.

In this blog we discuss the 2018 and 2019 exams and offer exam tips and ideas for 
improvement.

In this blog we discuss the insights from our 2020 Religious Studies Forum where the 
conversations focussed on the impact of GQ reforms on GCSE RS; teachers and texts; 
promoting RE/RS and The Panpsycast podcast.

In this blog we discuss the future of religious education following the publication of 
the Commission on RE’s final report and our talks at the 2019 OCR RS Forum.

In this blog Ewan Brady, Subject Advisor for RS, discusses his reflections studying 
for the Postgraduate Certificate in Educational Assessment and Examinations at the 
University of Cambridge.

In this blog we discuss assessment training for PGCE and ITT students and materials 
that we have made available.

Get in touch

Email religious.studies@ocr.org.uk
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