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What do we offer?
Whether you’re new to OCR, or you’ve been with us for a while, our Professional Development Programme has been 
designed to help you to get to know and get the most from our qualifications – so that you can deliver them effectively 
and with confidence. Our training events offer connected steps that run throughout the academic year, enabling you 
to build your own path to progress. 

Q&As:
Curate your own Professional 

Development conversations by joining 
our ask the Examiner, Moderator or 

Subject Advisor sessions

Teach Cambridge:
Our online hub for teachers houses 
a wealth of teaching, learning and 

assessment resources

Starting to Teach
Get classroom and assessment-ready 

with our starting to teach support 
events Face-to-face Subject Forums:

Connect with others and expand your 
support network at our in-person 

subject forum events

Choosing OCR
Inform your decision to opt 

for OCR: your support journey 
starts here

Online Course Modules:
Direct your own time with our  

on-demand, self-paced modules 
designed to fit around you.

Preparing for the NEA:
Prepare for progress: develop 

your understanding of non-exam 
assessed components

Enhance Your Teaching:
Enhance your pedagogical 

performance and assessment delivery

Exploring the Exam:
Prepare for and develop your 
understanding of assessment, 

learning from past-series’ 
examinations where appropriate

New

Exam Review:
Series spotlight: review the most 

recent series’ outcomes in an 
overview on exams

New

Autumn Term Spring Term

Summer Term

Our courses aim to support you with everything you need as a new starter, or, if you’ve been with us for a while,  
to support you with professional growth and making next steps. The course programme is intended to complement 
your own in-house Professional Development pathways and priorities, enabling you to prepare, reflect and enhance 
your expertise.
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We offer a combination of online and in-person Professional Development events, ranging from one hour to one day  
in length. 

On-demand 
training:

Opportunities to strengthen your knowledge and skills in your own time and at your 
own pace. We provide online courses and recorded sessions on a number of different 
topics, as well as self-paced modules to support with understanding about marking  
and assessment. 

In-house 
training:

We also welcome requests for in-house sessions, run at a more convenient time for you 
or on one of your Inset days. We can deliver one of our publicly available courses in your 
school, or across your MAT.

Live  
trainer-led 
sessions:

Our live events offer opportunities to engage with our trainers and your fellow teachers 
in either an online or face-to-face environment. Delivered in twilight, half-day, and  
full-day sessions, these will give you a full and deep understanding of the topics in 
question.  

Prepare  
for  
Progress:

If you’re thinking of switching to OCR, or you’ve recently joined us, our ‘Choosing 
OCR’ and ‘Starting to Teach’ courses will ensure you feel prepared to start strong 
and transition smoothly. Our ‘Online Course Modules’, ‘Exploring the Exam’ and 
‘Preparing for the NEA’ courses will likewise develop understanding and support you 
in feeling classroom-ready.

Reflect 
and  
Review:

Our new ‘Exam Review’ and its follow up course, ‘Exploring the Exam’ are designed 
to support with understanding exam outcomes and performance, whilst also preparing 
you for future series. These events will help you to reflect upon and review your centre’s 
performance in order to better inform and plan for improvements.

Enhance 
your 
Expertise:

All of our Professional Development courses are intended to empower you to feel more 
expert. Our ‘Enhance your Teaching’ events focus on specific themes, building your 
knowledge and generating new ideas. Our ‘Q&A’ sessions allow you to curate your own 
conversations with our experts, whilst our ‘Online Course Modules’, available via  
Teach Cambridge, enable you to direct your own learning, at your own pace.

How and when do we offer Professional Development?

https://teachcambridge.org/landing
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How to sign up
You can find details of all upcoming courses for your 
qualification on our teacher website Teach Cambridge. 
You’ll be able to book on to training events and access 
online course modules for your subject, as well as view 
past events, recordings and training materials.

You can also view upcoming events on the OCR website.

Why attend an event?
Because it builds your confidence…

James Mash, Curriculum Leader of PE, Bradford Forster 
Academy:

“ I feel very confident on both ensuring 
marking/moderating accurately and also 
using this to teach students effectively. ”

Michelle O’Halloran, Head of Art, City of Birmingham 
School, tells us:

“ I feel much more confident when I mark 
both components for Art and Design. ”

And finally H. Svenson-Taylor, Teacher of Religious 
Studies, St George’s School, Weybridge:

“ Clearly very experienced course  
leaders providing a good opportunity  
for discussions and questions. ”

By conveying our knowledge of the qualification, 
specification and marking criteria, our events help to 
build your confidence to deliver our assessments to your 
students.

All of our events are designed and delivered by our 
assessors and in-house subject experts and cover the 
most important topics and themes in depth; allowing you 
to be confident about them when back in the classroom.

…and understanding…

One teacher’s reaction, after attending a recent A Level 
D&T training event:

“ The best aspect of this event was being  
able to get to grips with the marking criteria 
and understanding the language of it. ”

We know from our conversations with teachers that 
your assessment needs are constantly evolving and that 
understanding the specification is crucial. Our sessions 
are an efficient and effective way to get to grips with the 
mark schemes and its nuances, as well as the things that 
matter most to your students.

There is always plenty of time set aside for you to talk 
through specific issues that you might be experiencing. 
Giving you a deeper understanding and awareness of the 
way our qualifications are assessed and how that relates 
to marks schemes and the practicalities of delivery is a 
key objective at all of our sessions.

…so you can support your colleagues

“ I went away with valuable  
information to feedback to school. ”

Ian Battarbee, Head of PE, West Hill School

Our sessions are designed and delivered by subject 
experts in such a way that you’ll leave as experts, too. 
After each of our training events, you’ll have have 
valuable insights, resources and ideas to feed back to 
your colleagues.

We want to hear from you
Is there something else you’d like us to be doing  
in terms of training and online support?  
Please let us know. 

https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZL5Z53B


For more information visit
	 ocr.org.uk
	 facebook.com/ocrexams
	 twitter.com/ocrexams
	 instagram.com/ocrexaminations
	 linkedin.com/company/ocr
	 youtube.com/ocrexams

Call our customer support centre on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on  
support@ocr.org.uk

Visit our online support centre at 
support.ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. ©OCR 2023 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. 
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including 
A Levels, GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

Cambridge University Press & Assessment is committed to making our documents accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We’re always looking 
to improve the accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we’re not meeting accessibility requirements, please contact us.

OCR acknowledges the use of the icons by appleuzr, sourced from gettyimages.co.uk.
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