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Introduction

This Teachers Guide assumes that you have:-

· chosen your site and checked that your choice enables your students to address all 14 of criteria a-n on page 17 of the Specification,

· ensured that the most important period in your site’s history does not overlap with any of the other four units in the rest of the GCSE course (see the OCR website for guidance on this - http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/314738-guide-to-avoiding-site-study-overlap.pdf)

· had your choice approved by OCR using the History Around Us Site Proposal Form, (see Specification, pages 43-45, or OCR website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-type/gcse-related/gcse-history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016-related/history-around-us-site-proposal-form/)

There are two excellent examples of Teaching Programmes for specific sites on the OCR website: 
Clifton Suspension Bridge: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/324508-history-around-us-clifton-suspension-bridge-teachers-guide.pdf 
and Norwich Castle: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/324509-history-around-us-norwich-castle-teachers-guide.pdf
This Guide provides further advice and guidance on:
· Planning and teaching principles for History Around Us.

· Exemplification of four enquiries at different types of site.

· Revision and the exam.

Planning and teaching principles for History Around Us
The History Around Us unit is a special part of your students’ GCSE course. It is special because by studying a specific place and its history your students can get close to the real people who spent some of their lives there. It is special because the unit will reveal to students, perhaps for the first time that history is not something that only happens in books, or only happens to famous important people, but also happened to everyone, everywhere. They will have to develop new skills: observation, recording, questioning, collating, relating visual and written evidence, relating new and specific evidence to recalled general knowledge.

For this study to work best, to get your students motivated, think about a wow factor, an intriguing puzzle to start their investigation. Here are some examples:

· Tintagel, in north Cornwall, has long been presented as a 6th century ‘Celtic’ monastery. Recent new work has torn holes in this theory and the ‘cells’ may in fact be living accommodation for the castle-builders of the 13th century. Which of these rival interpretations is the most plausible?

· Chedworth, in Gloucestershire, has always been presented as a Roman villa. But if it was, why are there two dining-rooms, no posh bedrooms or living-rooms and huge numbers of other small rooms? What else could it be?

· Cotehele, on the Tamar, is presented as an unspoilt late medieval manor house. But are we in fact looking at a ‘stage set’, consciously contrived in the 18th century as a ‘traditional’ baronial hall?

These are all puzzles of interpretation, but there are others:

· Why are there chimneys around the ramparts of Framlingham Castle?

· Shad Thames in Bermondsey, is now a quiet area of flats and restaurants; but what work was going on here 100 years ago?

People
In preparing the course, try to find the people and keep them in the forefront of the study. This unit is not a study of architectural history, or industrial processes, or military requirements, or archaeological methodology. Students will have to have some knowledge of these histories in order to make sense of the site and put it in context, but this knowledge should lead to the people. It might be a named individual who took a decision to create the site in a particular way; it might be groups of people whose names we shall never know. The people might be those who used the site, to live there, or work there.

Over-arching enquiry questions
The ‘puzzles’ described above may be starters, a way of getting students to look hard at the site and think about what they are seeing, or it may lead directly into an over-arching enquiry question. They will probably be familiar with this approach from the way they have tackled other units of their course. The enquiry question will be ‘over-arching’ in that it will shape their study of the whole unit. It will almost certainly not be possible to devise an enquiry question which addresses all 14 of criteria a)-n), and it is not worth trying (-see below on addressing all the criteria). 
Here are some examples:

· Dyrham Park: Why is there a statue of a sea-god halfway up a hill in Gloucestershire?

· Alexandra Palace, London: Was Alexandra Palace really a People’s Palace?

· Kenilworth Castle: Fortress, Palace, Romantic Ruin or burnt out factory?

· Hebden Bridge: Should Hebden Bridge be a UNESCO world heritage site?

· The Tower of London: Has the Tower of London changed over time?

· The South Bank: What does the South Bank reveal about the changing lives of Londoners?

· Glastonbury Abbey: How should the story of Glastonbury Abbey be told?

End-products
An enquiry investigation needs an end-product: what have the students found out? How far have they been able to answer the over-arching question? Some more imaginative approaches to designing these could bring out the best in your students. For example:

· Recording an audio-guide.

· Creating a wall-display.

· Explaining which key part of the site students would choose for a TV documentary.

· Describing how students would brief an artist commissioned to portray the site at a key moment in its history.

· Writing a guide-book for younger children.

Timing
When should you do the site visit? 
[N.B a visit to the site is not compulsory but is strongly recommended. If you are not making a site visit, the timing of your virtual visit through video or photographs should follow the same pattern.]

Don’t start the course with the visit – your students need to be able to understand what they are looking at.

Don’t end the course with the visit. The point of the visit is not just to confirm things they have learned already in class – that would totally miss the ‘puzzle’ factor and not be a genuine enquiry.

The course pattern should be: Before the visit – the visit – after the visit

Before the visit (3-4 lessons)

What they need to know will depend on your puzzle and enquiry question, but the lessons preceding the visit must prepare students very thoroughly for the enquiry that they will undertake, so that when students arrive at the site they are motivated, focused, informed, well-briefed and raring to go. They would probably include most of these:

· Nature of the site, e.g. castle, large house, abbey, street, military structure etc., with a site plan.

· Generic briefing on typical sites of the same nature.

· Date or dates for the site e.g. a timeline.

· Date and broad outline historical context for its original construction.

· Starter puzzle question.

· Over-arching enquiry question.

You may, of course, hold back on some particular information if you want them to answer a specific question on the visit.

The visit
The visit should reinforce students’ understanding of the overall site and of selected parts of the site which are particularly revealing. Directing the visit will vary a great deal depending on the size of the group, the nature of the site, the enquiry question etc., but here are some things to bear in mind:

· Supply each student with a site plan.

· Ensure that each student has their own means of recording their observations – clip-board, camera etc.

· Allow some time for students to get to terms with the site on their own or in groups to form their own impressions and formulate their own questions before they tackle specific tasks which require direction.

· For very large or complex sites, select a few key features and direct students to them.

· Think carefully about which criteria the learning activities at the site will cover.

After the visit
The starting point for follow-up work should be the students’ records from the fieldwork: notes, annotated plans sketches, photographs or videos. Follow-up discussion should focus on the ways in which the fieldwork has helped students to address the enquiry question.

Knowledge and understanding of the site can then be deepened by learning activities focused on a range of other sources (maps, plans, written sources, visual sources, oral testimony and artefacts) which can shed further light on the enquiry question.

Finally, students can create their ‘end-products’ drawing on their knowledge and understanding of the site, and on their analyses of the physical remains and other sources. You may wish to give students choice about the type of end-product they will create. Think of ‘real contexts’ in which students could share their knowledge and thinking: conferences, presentations, web-pages, funding bids, exhibitions, printed booklets, video documentaries, briefs to reconstruction artist etc. Can you create a real audience for your students’ work?

It is likely that in pursuing a particular enquiry for their specific site your students will have covered most of the criteria a-n on p. 17 of the specification. However, you may need to cover some criteria more directly at the end of the study. Although there are 14 criteria from which exam questions can be based, addressing each one in turn is not a good idea. For one thing, exam questions can draw on 2 or 3 criteria in combination. For another, they fall into groups, each of which could form the basis of a batch of lessons.
a)/ b) focus on factors affecting the position of the site – physically, politically, economically or socially.

c)/f)/g) as well as probably h) focus on change, the evidence of change, its possible causes and impacts. (Remember that understanding of change entails knowing what went before as well as what came after).

d)/e)/k) and probably h) are very clearly about people and the evidence at the site of how they lived their lives

i) and j) will probably need separate attention, brief but clear.

l) m) and n) together could form a conclusion. 
For l), after studying the site for nearly a term, students should be able to pose their own questions about it. The group could then discuss whether the questions are answerable or not, and how a historian might set about researching answers.
Criterion m), probably together with h) is about students understanding that the site did not always look as it did when they visited it. Linked with the timeline, they should be able to explain how it looked at different moments in the past.
For n), while the group may need prompting, best responses should come from them and only need collating.

Case studies 1: Castles

The study of a castle offers interesting and worthwhile opportunities for the History Around Us unit. The huge range of sizes and types of castle in England and Wales, from tiny Nunney in Somerset, to huge sites like Dover in Kent, mean that some kind of castle is bound to be accessible from your school.

Your students will probably see any castle as a place of warfare, of regular attacks and defence, and they will certainly have to come to terms with these often surprisingly ingenious features. They will need to understand the place of the castle you choose to visit in the long development of castles from Norman mottes onwards for the next 500 years. However, many castles never saw any kind of military action and all of them were places where people lived. The tension between trying to live comfortably day to day inside a place designed for fighting leads your students to have to think about people as well as weaponry and will often generate your enquiry questions.

Castles were often empty for long weeks, but when a great lord arrived for a stay, packhorses and wagons would be unloaded with hangings, cushions, tablecloths, beds, clothes, pots, pans, musical instruments and much more. There were dozens of servants and, if times were dangerous, serious numbers of fighting men also had to be accommodated.

Example site: Bodiam Castle, East Sussex
Enquiry question - Military defence or domestic comfort: - which was more important at Bodiam Castle?

Before the visit
· Start: montage of pictures of fighting in Hundred Years War. Fought mainly in France but also French raids on SE England – Rye and Hastings burnt 1377.

· Introduce Sir Edward Dalyngrigge, soldier who fought in France, leader of a ‘free company’ so made his wealth and fame. Brief biography. 
Dalyngrigge built castle at Bodiam 1380s: Show dramatic single photo of castle in mist (National Trust).

· Map of SE England. Choice of site: on River Rother, then much wider and deeper than now. To protect Sussex coastal towns but also be itself safe from attack.

· Fighting in 14th century. Longbows, early guns. Vocabulary: portcullis, machicolations, murder holes, keyholes (for guns) slits (for bows) etc. Use illustrations from other castles.

· Set puzzle question for the visit: If you were French raiding party with 150 men, could you capture Bodiam Castle?

The visit

· On arrival: discuss puzzle question in groups. Collect evidence of the castle’s defensive features.
· Proceed into castle. Split group into two. 
Group 1 to collect evidence of Sir Edward’s apartments and reach judgement on his standard of living (To be found along the east and south sides of the interior)
Group 2 to collect evidence of the living quarters of servants and garrison (West side of interior).
· For both groups: look also for evidence of wear and tear: was this castle lived in for a long time?
· Halfway plenary. Groups compare findings. Swap tasks, visiting rest of castle.
· More evidence collecting and final plenary.
After the visit

· Discuss Over-arching enquiry question. Choice of presentation title:
‘Bodiam Castle was a luxury home’ or 
‘Bodiam Castle was the last word in 14th century defensive warfare’.
· Later medieval living standards of rich.
· Sequence history of castles in UK from motte and bailey onwards. 
Separation of functions from 16th century: complex castles for fighting, mansion houses for comfortable living.
Where does Bodiam fit?

· Decline from 17th century: use 1784 watercolours showing ivy-covered ruin.
· Repair and re-build 20th century. Lord Curzon hands Bodiam to Trust 1925.
· Address any criteria not covered in the enquiry.

Case studies 2: Stately Homes
Britain is full of grand houses, ‘stately homes’, many of them open to the public and eager to attract school parties. But there are a few issues to bear in mind before choosing this kind of site:

· Most have detailed guide-books, with full descriptions and explanations. But it is not the purpose of a History Around Us enquiry to re-write the guide-book. Finding a genuine enquiry Question leading to a real investigation will need some thought.

· The focus of the way stately homes are often presented is on ‘things’: furniture, décor, paintings, architecture. You may have to work to find out about the people and how they lived there.

· The sheer grandeur of these houses is so far from the experience of most of your students that they may struggle to relate to the house as a place where people actually lived their lives.

· Stately Homes are often presented to the visitor as if they were built and furnished and then remained the same until the present: evidence of change, criteria c), f) and g) may be hard to find.

However, bearing in mind these issues during your preparation, the sheer size and magnificence on show at a stately home can certainly produce a ‘wow factor’.

Example site: Kedleston Hall, Derbyshire
Enquiry question – Kedleston Hall has been described as a ‘Power-House’. In what ways does it reveal the power of its owners?

Before the visit
· The frontage of Kedleston Hall is 107 metres long – use an impressive photograph as starter.

· Use the photo to explain the functions of the Central Block (display, lavish entertaining on large scale), the north east wing (living accommodation for the family, bedrooms, small dining room, nursery), the North West wing (cooking, servants quarters). 
Visitors will only enter the Central block.

· Discuss power: who has power? How do you know? What does their power enable them to do?

· Power in 18th century Britain: 
1. Rich aristocrats were more important than the king. Kedleston is not a royal palace; it’s the house of a very rich landowner: Sir Nathaniel Curzon, a Member of Parliament, became Lord Scarsdale 1761. Wanted a new house to show off his power, wealth, culture, good taste: commissioned the most fashionable architect in Britain, Robert Adam.

2. The British Empire was growing, especially in India. Leading Britons saw themselves as having an empire, like the Romans but better. 
Show photo of atrium of Roman house e.g. Pompeii.

· Five generations after Sir Nathaniel, George Curzon was made Viceroy (next only to the king) of India, 1899-1905.

· Prepare three groups seeking evidence of power in 
(i) the house (ii) the grounds (iii) the India Museum.

The visit

· On arrival: what three words best sum up the first impressions of the house and grounds?

· Remind students about seeking evidence of power everywhere they go.

· Supply plans of house and Park.

· In the house – remind students that this building was not a place where people lived day by day – that’s the north east wing – but was for big parties and balls of up to 250 people:
– Marble Hall – deliberate copy of Roman atrium. Note materials and Roman heroes
– Saloon – Like the Pantheon, Roman building in Rome, but display of British heroes
– Look for more features of power in rest of the main rooms on the ground floor.
(All the stone for the house was from Sir Nathaniel’s own quarries, the timber from his own forests.)

· In the Indian Museum – look for evidence of British rule over India.

· In the Park: Sir Nathaniel Curzon had the public highway removed and an inn and several cottages knocked down to create this park. Dammed the stream to create the lake.

· More evidence collecting and final plenary.
After the visit

· Discuss Over-arching enquiry question: In what ways does Kedleston Hall reveal the power of its owners?

· Contextualise 18th century lifestyles for the rich. Note importance of Grand Tour, education in classical history and languages.

· Contextualise lives of servants in a great house like Kedleston.

· Compare with other 18th century great power-houses e.g. Chatsworth.

· Supporting information about Viceroy Curzon – look for photographs of the Delhi Durbar of 1902.

· Analyse how the house is presented and interpreted by the National Trust.

· Address any criteria not covered in the enquiry.

Some end-product ideas:

· A film company is to make a movie about the life of Viceroy Curzon. Where would you advise them to film, and why?

· The BBC is doing a short film for schools on 18th century life. Where would you advise them to film, and why?

· The National Trust is considering using young people to act as Room Stewards. Write your application for the job, saying which room you would like to work in and why, what you would say to a visiting GCSE group who only has 5 minutes in your room? 

Case studies 3: Pre-Historic Sites
There is a huge range of pre-historic sites in Britain, from stone circles such as Castlerigg in Cumbria or Avebury in Wiltshire, to settlements like Chysauster in Cornwall as well as some 1,350 hill-forts. A History Around Us study of sites such as these will inevitably be different from studies of sites from any later period. There will be virtually no primary written evidence, so the visible evidence of the site itself is all you have at first. This can only be made to make sense by setting the site in the context of all other similar sites from the same period as well as any artefacts that archaeologists have found.

Students will have to combine good contextual knowledge with sharp observational skills. In the absence of plentiful and conclusive evidence they will have to come to terms with how archaeologists work – on the boundaries of certainty and speculation.

Example site: Hod Hill, Dorset
Enquiry question: How far can we know what people were doing at Hod Hill 2000 years ago?

Before the visit

· Use aerial photographs of several hill fort sites to establish key features (ramparts, ditches, fortified gateways, enclosed area). Discuss similarities and differences between these sites. No photos of Hod Hill yet.

· Pre-historic timelines: from Paleolithic to present, from Neolithic 4000 BCE to Romans 43AD. Note duration of these periods by comparison with last two millennia.

· Introduce Iron Age culture, living and warfare. Durotriges hill-forts. Weaponry: slings.

· Introduce Roman Empire, invasion of Britain 43AD, advance into south west. Roman army – weapons and warfare, including characteristics of camps and ballista.

· Prepare for visit. Divide into three groups. Prepare to observe, record, deduce.

Visit

· Starter question on arrival on top of the rampart: what are the natural advantages of this hill-top for defence?

· Initial overview – walk the ramparts clockwise. Encourage questions, comments, observations. Note ramparts/ditches (N.B Soil flow has filled in up to half the original depth of the ditches). 
Note fortified gateways north east and south west.

· On arrival at Roman signal station in north west corner, invite observations and explanations of what students are looking at.

· Pause. Supply site plan. Give brief chronology of events at Hod Hill, from initial fort dating from about 500 BCE, through strengthening at various times, to attack and capture by Roman 2nd Legion under Vespasian in 44AD. Evidence of ballista bolts.

· Three groups for more detailed observation and recording: 
(i) fortifications, ramparts, ditches, gateways. Estimate heights, depth.
(ii) Settlement in unploughed south east corner. Look for evidence of huts. Estimate population living there in 1st century AD.
(iii) Roman signal station, occupied for only 5-6 years before moving on. Accommodation for some foot soldiers and some cavalry: estimate how many of each.

· Final plenary: what problems were there in a large number of people living on a hill-top?
How successfully could Hod Hill be defended against another group of Iron Age warriors?
How successfully could Hod Hill be defended against an armed and equipped Roman legion?

After the visit
· Discuss over-arching enquiry question: How far can we know what people were doing at Hod Hill 2000 years ago?
Note ‘How far…?’ discuss how strong the evidence is.

· Further contextualisation: Iron Age culture and way of life. Butser reconstructed Iron Age. village. Use available artists’ reconstructions. How useful/reliable is reconstruction evidence?

· Further contextualisation: Iron Age warfare, armour and weapons.

· Further contextualisation: Roman army.

· Further contextualisation: Vespasian’s career. Born near Rome in 9AD, after successful. subjugation of Britain also fought against the Jews 66-69 and became Emperor 69-79 AD.
· Address any criteria not covered in the enquiry.

End-product ideas – see previous examples
Case studies 4: Industrial Sites
Industrial sites offer good opportunities for interesting and successful History Around Us studies. These could include mills, iron and steel works, mines, docks and harbours, railway stations etc. Many of these have exciting displays and working machines, even actors in costume, thus opening up opportunities for enquiries based around presentations and interpretations. Deserted industrial sites, not yet tidied up for presentation, could provide more opportunities for investigation – always bearing in mind health and safety requirements.

Some of these are very well documented, which is helpful. However, they may also be exhaustively explained, leaving little room for worthwhile enquiries. The focus of guide-book material on industrial sites is also often on the technology. Some thought will therefore need to be given to devising a worthwhile enquiry which is about people. The site may well also be presented as it was at a certain moment, with little evidence of change apart from the site’s current life as a tourist attraction.

Example site: Coldharbour Mill, Devon
Enquiry question: What was it like to work at Coldharbour Mill in the 19th century?

Before the visit
· Britain was the richest trading nation in the world in the 19th century. Most of this wealth was from the export of textiles: Britain supplied half the world’s demand.

· How had this supremacy come about? 
Key understanding for students is the significance of factories in textile production. Under the ‘domestic system’ skilled workers made cloth at home, with their own machines, using human power. The invention of a range of ingenious machines massively increased the quantity and reduced the price of wool and cotton textiles. But these machines were too big to be used at home and required power to drive them: water wheels at first then steam engines. 
(Much of this story, with film of working machines, can be seen on YouTube).

· This was a huge change for workers, now working long hours in factories, to strict hours and strict rules, with less skill required.

· This Industrial Revolution is usually portrayed as happening in northern England. But there were textile factories in most towns in south west England in the 19th century. There were sheep to provide the raw material for woollen cloth manufacture and streams to provide power.

The visit
· First puzzle question: what form of power was used to drive the machines in this factory? (Trick question in a way: the answer is both water and steam, right up to the end).

· Take the guided tour. The raw wool went through many processes before it became woollen yarn ready to be woven into cloth. 
Try and understand what each process was, but mainly think about what it was like to work here.

· 100 workers operated these machines, for up to 14 hours a day, mainly women and children as young as eight. One worker was in charge of up to four machines.
Think about:
*Noise. (textile factory workers usually became deaf, hence the expression ‘cloth ears’).
*Safety (imagine the machines with none of the safety railings and fences you can see now).
*Skills needed.
*A healthy environment?
*Why did they do this work?

· Before leaving, discuss these issues and record information and impressions on data capture tables.

After the visit

· Fill in the chronology of the factory. Note key turning points: 
1797 Factory opened, converted from a flour mill, powered by water.
1865 Steam engine added to power source (water continued to provide some power, with wheels regularly replaced: the one on show installed 1925).
1982 Converted to a museum.
Fox Brothers owned this factory, and several others. Spinning the raw wool into yarn took place at Coldharbour. The yarn was sent to the Fox’s weaving factory at Wellington, 6 miles away, by pack-horse along country roads.

· Women and children were employed because they were paid less than men, and Fox said they were more ‘obedient’. Supervisors were all men.

· Provide comparisons with historic material of spinning mills from 19th century as well as other contemporary ‘working museums’.

· Coldharbour Mill flourished into the 20th century. One the standard lines was ‘puttees’, worn by soldiers in the British Army from the middle of the 19th century up to 1960.

· Address any criteria not covered in the enquiry.

Revision
· Students will need a strong visual memory of the site – both in overview and selected significant details.

· Photographs and video presentations to pull together key features of the site.

· Students annotate large plans of the site, adding as many features as they can remember. Compare group results.

· Turn large space into the site: students walk the shape in pairs, describing features in correct, appropriate places.
The exam
Sample assessment material, with mark-schemes, for History Around Us can be found on the OCR website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207089-unit-j411-21-history-around-us-sample-assessment-material.pdf
The exam is a one hour paper. Candidates have to answer two equally-weighted questions from a choice of three. 
Two pieces of advice, and one instruction (‘You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer’) are given:
· Refer to features from the site as well as your own knowledge of the past to help you with the questions below.

· You should make it clear in your answers which specific time(s) in your site’s history you are referring to.

Clearly good knowledge of features of the site, the ability to recall them and deploy them relevantly in answer to the question, is essential. So is strong and specific knowledge of the chronology of the site, which should be supplied in answers whenever relevant.

Obviously, not all examiners will have detailed knowledge of all the sites studied by all candidates. That is why candidates are instructed to supply the name of their site at the start of each answer. Extra time is given to examiners to look up the named site and familiarise themselves with its key features. 
They are looking for candidates’ knowledge of the past of the site and/or its historical context. But half the marks go towards Assessment Objective 3: the ability to analyse, evaluate and use sources …. to make substantiated judgements. For this unit, the main sources are the physical remains of the site itself, but students may wish to refer to other sources to support their answers.
Appendix 1: Example of a completed form – Bath Abbey
	Site name:
	Bath Abbey

	Upload your site image:
	
Direct Link to Image 

	Meets all the required criteria:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	Site is located centrally within Bath so can be studied in context of the growth of the city around the site but also the significance of Bath as an important regional city.

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	7th Century, original building was Anglo-Saxon although the current structure is a remodelled and restored version of the later Norman cathedral.

	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	Different development phases in the 10th, 12th, 16th and 19th centuries.

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	Wealthy monastery in the Anglo-Saxon period, became a cathedral shortly after the Norman conquest, left derelict by the dissolution of the monasteries and rebuilt to be used as a parish church and was restored to use as an abbey by the early 17th C, becoming a popular tourist attraction during Bath's rise to prominence as a spa town in the 18th C. Restored in the 19th C by George Gilbert Scott and subject to further renovation during the 20th &21st C.

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	Anglo-Saxon King Edgar was crowned there in 973, a Benedictine monk became Abbot of Bath around 980 and he reformed the monastery according to his ascetic principles. Following the conquest the abbey was granted to the Norman John of Tours who initiated the redevelopment of the building which was completed in the 1160s and during the later medieval period the monks of Bath Abbey made their living from the wool trade but the building suffered from the decline of Bath as an important regional centre and by the early 16th C the Norman cathedral was in a state of decay. The remains of the building were granted to the people of Bath to use as a parish church in 1572. The fortunes of Bath were revived in the 18th century due to its popularity as a spa town and the abbey underwent further restoration during the mid and late 19th C including work by the famous Gothic Revival architect George Gilbert Scott.

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	Change in the fortunes of the country (Norman invasion), of the city during the late medieval and then of religion following the break with Rome and the dissolution of the monasteries. Improvements came as a consequence of the revival of the fortunes of Bath from the 18th C.

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	These have been documented in response to other questions.

	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	There is evidence of all of the developmental phases from the Norman building onwards. There are no visible remains of the Anglo-Saxon church but the later restoration phases have left extensive visible evidence.

	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	The abbey is one of the oldest institutions in Bath, it is still a working church and as such represents a living connection with over 1200 years of history, much of which is clearly traceable in the fabric of the remains.

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	The timespan during which this building has been in use and the impact of the various developmental phases make this building uniquely important.

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of history:
	The site could be used to evidence the political, religious and economic changes which impacted upon everyday life over a broad period of history.

	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	Enquiry questions could focus on any one of the specific developmental phases to ask why they were carried out when they were, the 18th C ornamental additions were controversial at the time but are a reflection on the fortunes of Bath and could be framed as such in an enquiry.

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	The Norman building is believed to have been considerably larger than the present physical remains but archaeological research provides some evidence as to the extent of the 12th C building. An artistic reconstruction could raise questions about how and why the surrounding Georgian buildings came to be laid out as they presently are.

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	This type of study will be something our students have no prior experience of so encouraging them to think about the physical remains of the built environment will be challenging but will give them a greater appreciation of the rich history of the local area.


Appendix 2: Example of a completed form – Portchester Castle
	Site name:
	Portchester Castle

	Upload your site image:
	Direct Link to Image 

	Meets all the required criteria.:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks.:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	Natural harbour and proximity to continent made it good site for Roman Saxon shore fort, place for mustering troops for Hundred Years War and place for diplomacy under Richard II. Also closeness to New Forest and Bere Wood meant it made a good place for residence and recreation when placed in royal ownership

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	Built between AD 285 and 290 by Marcus Aurelius Carausius. Barbarian attacks along the south coast were a problem for the Roman occupiers, to combat them numerous forts were built along both sides of the channel. Carausius’ appointment coincided with a particularly intensive period of attacks. 

	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	Roman Fort
- Built to defend the south coast of England from barbarian pirates

Saxon Burgh
- Portchester castle was never completely abandoned. 
- Later, it was used by Anglo Saxons as protection from invading Vikings.
- Development of the interior was irregular 
- Some parts of the fort were ploughed and cultivated 

Castle and Royal Palace
- The land was given to William Maudit by William the Conqueror after the Norman invasion. (date is unknown)
- Maudit and his descendants added the Norman inner bailey and the keep.
- Henry II took over the castle as a royal stronghold, using it as a safe haven for his treasury, ease of access to his continental territories which stretched to the Pyrenees, and as a prison for important captives, including his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine.
- Addition of Richard II Palace during a time of peace with France during the 100 years’ war. 

Prisoner of War camp
- In 1632, local land owner Sir William Uvedale purchased the castle for Charles I and ownership has passed through his heirs ever since.

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	Roman Fort
- Built as a defence against invading barbarian pirates who were targeting areas of the Roman Empire including the south coast of England and Gaul. 

Saxon Burgh
- Used by Anglo Saxons as a protective fort against Viking invasion
Castle and Royal Palace
- Roman Fort updated and modified as a symbol of the Kings, and Normans, power.
- Height of the keep was increased to further show Norman power
- Richard II built a royal palace within the inner bailey shortly after arranging a peace treaty with France. 
- Used as the muster point for soldiers travelling to France for the Battle of Crecy (1346) and Agincourt (1415).
- Gradually overshadowed by the developing town of Portsmouth, though still visited by royalty, including Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, and Elizabeth I who also ordered the fortifications be readied for a Spanish invasion. 

Prisoner of War camp
- Used as a prison for Prisoner of War during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars between 1665 – 1814. 
- As well as Europeans and Americas, there were also West Indians who had to be issued with extra clothes to protect them from the cold. 
- Women, children and other civilians caught up in the fighting were also held there, though they were usually exchanged with British prisoners or released as quickly as possible

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	Roman Fort
- Burials of children within the walls from about 300 AD onwards suggest a mixed community lived there at the time.
- It is possible that the population was entirely civilian and included soldiers only at time of crisis. 
- Alternatively there may have been a permanent military presence

Saxon Burgh
- Some parts of the fort were ploughed and cultivated, 
- Apart from the foundations of several huts the most important structure to be excavated is a 10th century residence with a hall and tower, one mark of the house of a thegn 
- In 904 Edward, King of West Saxon, received Porceastra from the bishop of Winchester. 


Castle and Royal Palace
- 12th century heightening of the keep 
- In 1216 Portchester surrendered to Prince Louis of France, the castle was retaken by Edward III in spring of 1217.
- The castle was often used by medieval kings as a point of embarkation and return for their campaigns in France. 
- Henry V used Portchester to gather his soldiers who would fight at Agincourt
- During a period of peace with France during the 100 Years War; Richard II built his royal palace at the castle.
- Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn visited the castle while Elizabeth I was the last monarch to hold court there. 
- 
Prisoner of War camp
- Prisoners of War from Holland, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Italy, America and the West Indies 
- There were large numbers of children , young boys who worked on the ships which had been captured
- The prison guards were made up of militia regiments and local civilians 

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	• Originally built as a defence against the barbarian pirate raids, this may have been later rendered redundant after Carausius’s victories. 
• After the collapse of the Roman Empire it is unlikely that the fort was ever entirely abandoned, but evidence for its occupation during the 5th century is slight. The density of occupation within the fort evidently fluctuated, and the development of the interior with building was irregular. Some parts of the fort were ploughed and cultivated
• About 904 AD the fort was turned into a burgh, one in a series of fortified bases intended to defend the kingdom of Wessex from Viking attack.
• In the aftermath of the Norman conquest in 1066, William the conqueror granted Portchester to a powerful associate, William Maudit. This was designed to establish control over the newly conquered England and to show off the Norman’s wealth and importance.
• When Henry II came to the throne in 1154 he took over the castle as a great royal strong hold, a role in which it continued throughout the high Middle Ages. This signalled a change towards the castle being used as an embarkation point for soldiers headed towards the continent to protect the king’s French lands. It was also used as a safe haven for shipping the treasury to France and as a prison for important captives. 
• Shortly after arranging a peace treaty with the French between 1396-1399, Richard II began work to the existing royal apartments in the inner bailey and transformed part of the castle into a palace. 
• From the early 15th century Portchester was increasingly overshadowed in both economic and military terms by the developing town of Portsmouth, though it was far from forgotten. 
• 1632 a local landowner, Sir William Uvedale, purchased the castle from Charles I. Ownership of the castle has descended ever since through his heirs, the Thistlethwaite family. 
• After being used in 1665 to house 500 prisoners taken during the Second Dutch War, it was pressed into service as a prison during all the major conflicts of the 18th century. 
• After the Treaty of Paris in 1763, Portchester was emptied of prisoners. However in 1794 work began to make it ready for prisoners once more as Britain was stirred into war in the aftermath of the French Revolution. 

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	All dates AD
• 285-290 – Portchester Roman Fort is built by Carausius
• 410 – Romans leave Britain
• 904 – Edward, king of the West Saxons, received Portceastra form the bishop of Winchester. Portchester is turn into a burgh 
• 1066 – Portchester is granted to William Maudit by William the Conqueror after the Norman invasion
• 1148 – castle redeveloped in stone probably by William Pont de l’Arche
• 1154 – Henry II took over the castle as a royal stronghold
• 1396 – 1399 – Richard II builds a royal palace within the inner bailey
• 1415 – Henry V prepares his troops at Portchester for the campaign against the French at Agincourt 
• 1583 – the castles fortifications were put in readiness for a Spanish invasion
• 1603 – Queen Elizabeth I is the last monarch to hold court at the castle
• 1632 – local landowner Sir William Uvedale purchased the castle from Charles I 
• 1665 – the castle is used to house about 500 prisoners during the second Dutch wars 
• 1702-1712 – it is again used as a prison during the War of the Spanish Succession
• 1740-1763 – used as a Prisoner of War camp
• 1794 – 1814 – used as a Prisoner of War camp during the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars 
• 1926 – Thislethwaite family give the castle to the Ministry of Works
• 1984 – the castle passed in to the possession of English Heritage

	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	• Roman walls: these are the most complete Roman walls in Northern Europe
• Keep: the 6th tallest in the British Isles, built to remind the Saxons of the wealth and power of the Normans
• Tudor store: a large Tudor naval store which was moved to Portsmouth by Henry VII, suggesting the important role the emergence of Portsmouth played in the role of Portchester
• Gun platforms: Early examples of gun platforms, added to the walls in the late 14th century
• Richard II Palace: built during a brief period of peace with France during the 100 Years War
• Gate house: Continually added to through the history of the castle

	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	• Portchester landmark for 1700 years
• The most complete Roman walls in Northern Europe
• Collections nationally significant. 
• Joint 6th tallest keep in United Kingdom

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	Similarities between Portchester Castle and Saxon Shore Forts
- Large outer wall with ‘D’ bastions 
- Original location right on the coast at potential points of invasion such as inlets and estuaries
- ‘Main’ group of forts had much thicker walls, up to 3.5m these were built in sections and out of the same materials
- Most sites are square or rectangular 
- Long histories of later disturbances have made it difficult to find evidence for internal structures
Differences
- Some castles are now further inland due to changing use of the land and land reclamation 
- Some have disappeared entirely due to coastal erosion 
- ‘Early’ group of forts, Brancaster, Caister and Reculver had narrow external walls back by a substantial earthen rampart 
Similarities between Portchester Castle and Norman Castles
- Large stone keep
- Large stone building blocks and thick walls
- Small, narrow windows for shooting arrows
- Inner bailey 
- Moat and drawbridge
- Gatehouse
Differences 
- No motte
- Parts of it built as a royal palace so it has a different layout to usual Norman castles
- Set within Roman walls with the remains of a Augustinian Priory founded in 1128 which is now the parish church
Similarities between Portchester Castle and Napoleonic Prisoner of War camps
- Multinational prisoners
- Problem with overcrowding
Differences
- Dartmoor Prison. Specially built as a Prisoner of War prison after it was decided land prions offered better conditions that the redundant warships used previously. Started building 1806, first prisoners arrived 22nd May 1809
- Forton Prison. Open from 1777 - 1783
- Prison ships know as Hulks were anchored at sea, there were some moored in Portchester Lake
- Parole villages housed the officers, who had given their word that they would not try to escape. Locally these included Hambledon, Bishops Waltham and Alresford. 

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of 
	Roman Fort
- Built by Carausius to protect the south and east coasts from Saxon invasion, Rome wanted to protect their conquered lands
- Barbarian attacks along the coasts of Gaul and Britain were evidently a problem for the Roman Empire throughout the late 3rd century. 
- Despite its military origin, domestic artefacts have also been found which demonstrate this aspect of Roman life. 
- The collapse of the Roman Empire signalled a changed at Portchester, although it is unlikely that it was ever completely abandoned after the Romans left 
Saxon Burgh
- Pottery and other finds suggest the settlement of the site was continuous from approximately 500 AD through to the Norman conquest of 1066.
- The density of population within the fort fluctuated and development of the interior with buildings was irregular
- Some parts of the fort were ploughed and cultivated 
- The most important structure to have been excavated is a 10th century residence with a hall and tower. Bell towers were one mark of the house of a thegn, a man of knightly rank, so this might have been a residence of some importance.
- About 904 AD the fort was turned into a burgh, one in a series of fortified bases intended to defend the kingdom of Wessex from Viking attack. 
Castle and Royal Palace
- After the Norman conquest, William I granted Portchester to powerful associate William Maudit 
- Normans built the castle to remind the Saxons of their power
- Although Henry II granted the castle to Henry Maudit in 1253, he did not honour this and took over the castle as a great royal stronghold
- The use of the castle through the Middle Ages demonstrates England’s relations with France. The importance of Portchester was in part due to its situation commanding a harbour with easy access to the continent. It was used as a embarkation point for kings and soldiers to head to their lands or wars on the continent as well as being garrisoned at times of fear of a French invasion 
Prisoner of War camp
- Captured officers received pay of a shilling per day and were given considerable liberties, being able to leave the castle with a guard.
- The prison guards themselves were poorly accommodated with insufficient barrack space
- The place was agreeable for the officers who boarded in neat private houses and lived very well, but it was very bad for the men
- The need for the Prisoner of War camp due to the on-going wars with France through 17th and 18th centuries. 
- Around 2000 black soldiers with their wives and children, many of whom were key players in the fight against slavery in the Caribbean

	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	• Who built it? Who changed it? Who used it?
• What changes has it seen? What was it used for?
• When was it built? When was it changed? When was it used?
• Why was it built? Why was it changed? Why was it used?
• How was it built? How was it changed? How was it used?
• Where was it built? Where was it changed? Where did the people come from who used it? 

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	• Scale models of the castle at four key points in its history (in the keep at Portchester Castle)
• Find from archaeological digs (handling collection at Portchester Castle)
• Cut away reconstruction on Richard II’s Palace pg xxiv
• ‘Life in Richard II’s Palace’ from a teachers handbook to Portchester Castle by Sue Wright 1994 
• Reconstruction of Saxon Portchester Castle by Peter Dunn pg. xx
• Reconstruction of Saxon Portchester Castle by Liam Wales pg. xxi
• Reconstruction of Roman Portchester Castle by Peter Dunn pg. xii
• Reconstruction of Roman Portchester Castle by Liam Wales pg. xiii
• Reconstruction of the keep as a Napoleonic prison pg. xxix
• Image showing the development of the gatehouse from a teachers handbook to Portchester Castle by Sue Wright 1994 pg. xi
• 3d drawings of Portchester Castle 1120 – 1399 pg. x

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	Benefits
• Gives a sense of cultural identity
• Enhances a connection of people to a place, and to the people who have lived there in the past
• Stimulating way to engage with history 
• Enhances understanding of the history of a site and group of people
Challenges
• Difficult to interpret due to gaps in sources and evidence
• Different interpretations of the same site 
Lack of early written sources and physical evidence 


Appendix 3: Example of a completed form - Old Sarum
	Site name:
	Old Sarum

	Location of site image online:
	http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/old-sarum/ 

	Meets all the required criteria.:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks.:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	The settlers of Old Sarum made it their home as it had such a strong defensive position, sitting on top of the Bishopdown Ridge with views across the local rivers and flood plains. To strengthen Old Sarum further, the Iron Age settlers cut away the remaining section of the Bishopdown Ridge to form a circular perimeter around their dwellings.
Historians believe that Old Sarum was used as a market centre and refuge. The sheer size of the site (29.5 acres) made it an excellent shelter for locals and their cattle in times of danger.

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	During the Iron Age in Britain (about 700 bc to ad 43) people lived in fortified settlements known as 
hill-forts. These were usually located on a hill and fortified by earthworks, such as ditches, banks, and walls. Old Sarum was occupied by Iron Age people from about 500 bc to ad 50. Historians believe that Old Sarum was used as a market centre and refuge. The sheer size of the site (29.5 acres) made it an excellent shelter for locals and their cattle in times of danger.


	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	Iron Age: Hill Fort 
Romans: Roman settlement with two Romano-British settlements just outside the entrance to the fort. 
Normans: Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, William the Conqueror quickly realized the potential of the site as a fortification. Work began on a new castle between 1069 and 1070, and on a cathedral in 1075. As part of the works, a new motte was created in the centre of the old hillfort, which was used as an army base in the early stages of the conquest. 
Middle Ages: In 1130 Bishop Roger of Sarum obtained the castle and built the courtyard house. After the original cathedral burnt down in 1092, five days after it was consecrated, Roger replaced it with one in the Norman style.
In the 1170s Henry II made improvements to Old Sarum by refurnishing the gatehouse, building a new
drawbridge and creating a treasury within the keep. 
During the reigns of King Richard I and King John. Both kings added to the castle during this period, with work including the construction of a new hall, bake house and kitchen. 
In 1220 a new cathedral was founded on land owned by the bishop, down in the valley by the River Avon. This proved a death sentence for the town at Old Sarum, although the royal castle remained in use until the early 16th-century.
Tudors: A report in 1514 stated that the castle was a barren place and could not be salvaged. As a result Henry VIII gave permission for the site to be demolished and the stone to be used on new buildings nearby 

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	Iron Age: Hill Fort 
Romans: Old Sarum held an important position in Roman Britain as it was at the heart of several key roads, including those from Winchester to Exeter and from the Severn via the Mendip Hills. As the need for a fort dwindled, meanwhile, the area within the ramparts was converted to become the precinct for a Romano-British temple.
Anglo-Saxon: The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle of ad 552 notes that people were still living at the site, which was now known as Searobyrg. Between the ninth and eleventh centuries, Old Sarum was frequently raided by the Vikings. Old Sarum provided protection from the raids, and during this time a mint was operated at the site, with coins bearing the name ‘Serebrig’. 
Normans: Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, William the Conqueror quickly realized the potential of the site as a fortification. The old hillfort was used as an army base in the early stages of the conquest. Work began on a new castle between 1069 and 1070, and on a cathedral in 1075. Significantly, it was also chosen as the site for the swearing of the Oath of Allegiance in 1086. 
Middle Ages: Hub of royal power. Henry II used Old Sarum for the imprisonment of his wife,
Eleanor of Aquitaine, who was kept under house arrest at Old Sarum throughout the 1170s for supporting her son Henry’s revolt against her husband.
Old Sarum continued to be the hub of royal power during the reigns of King Richard I and King John 
and a thriving town.
Tudors: A report in 1514 stated that the castle was a barren place and could not be salvaged. As a result Henry VIII gave permission for the site to be demolished and the stone to be used on new buildings nearby.
In the later 16th-century, the site became a destination for antiquarians, people who studied history with a particular interest in historic sites and artefacts.
18th century: 18th-century England had several ‘rotten boroughs’, of which Old Sarum was one of the most famous. They were boroughs which had been given the right to elect two members of Parliament (MPs) each in the Middle Ages, and had retained that right even though most of their population had gone: Old Sarum was one of the most extreme examples, with only two houses left. The town’s MPs were chosen by people who owned property in it, who did not have to live there 
19th century: By the 19th-century, the site became more well known as a tourist destination, with the artists Turner and Constable exhibiting paintings of the site at the Royal Academy.
20th century: Between 1909 and 1915 Old Sarum was excavated by Lieutenant Colonel Hawley, who later became famous for his excavations at Stonehenge. Further investigations took place in 1957, and it is through these two archaeological excavations that we have a greater understanding of the site. 

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	Iron Age: Historians believe that Old Sarum was used as a market centre and refuge.
Romans: Settlement as at heart of several key roads
Normans: Base for army, use as location for swearing the Oath of Allegiance, base of royal power, cathedral for priests and importance of medieval church
Middle Ages: hub of royal power, prison for Eleanor of Aquitaine, garrison and cathedral. Hall used for court hearings.

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	From Iron Age Hill Fort to the Normans: Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, William the Conqueror quickly realized the potential of the site as a fortification. Work began on a new castle between 1069 and 1070, and on a cathedral in 1075 due to links between state and church. As part of the works, a new motte was created in the centre of the old hillfort, which was used as an army base in the early stages of the conquest. The Normans further reinforced the banks and deepened the inner ditch
Middle Ages: In 1130 Bishop Roger of Sarum obtained the castle and built the courtyard house. After the original cathedral burnt down in 1092, five days after it was consecrated, Roger replaced it with one in the Norman style.
In the 1170s Henry II made improvements to Old Sarum by refurnishing the gatehouse, building a new
drawbridge and creating a treasury within the keep. 
During the reigns of King Richard I and King John. Both kings added to the castle during this period, with work including the construction of a new hall, bake house and kitchen. 
In 1220 a new cathedral was founded on land owned by the bishop, down in the valley by the River Avon. This proved a death sentence for the town at Old Sarum, although the royal castle remained in use until the early 16th-century.
Tudors: A report in 1514 stated that the castle was a barren place and could not be salvaged. As a result Henry VIII gave permission for the site to be demolished and the stone to be used on new buildings nearby. 

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	c.500 bc – ad 50 Iron Age occupation
c.43–399 Romans occupy the site.
552 The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle notes a settlement on the site.
1066 The Norman conquest.
1069 Work begins on the castle.
1075 Work begins on the first cathedral.
1092 The cathedral is consecrated and burns down five days later.
1130 Bishop Roger moves into the castle and work begins on the second cathedral.
1139 Bishop Roger falls from grace; the castle is returned to the Crown.
1170 Henry II improves the castle defences and imprisons his wife Eleanor.
1189–1216 The castle facilities are improved. A new hall is built. 
1220 The foundation stone of Salisbury (New Sarum) Cathedral is laid.
1226 The clergy leave Old Sarum.
1240 The remainder of the castle population move to Salisbury (New Sarum).
1247 The new hall is in disrepair.
1547 The castle is reported to be a ‘barren place’.
1540 Tourists start to visit the site.
1700s Old Sarum becomes notorious as a ‘rotten borough’.
1909–15 Lieutenant Colonel Hawley excavates the site.
1957 Further excavations take place.
1984 English Heritage begins caring for the site.


	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	SITE DESCRIPTION
The Courtyard House
This was the most ambitious structure within the bailey and was probably built by Bishop Roger, as he built similar structures at his other castles, such as Sherborne. The house would have contained a hall, chamber block, kitchen, service wing and chapels dedicated to St Nicholas and St Margaret. The chapel of St Margaret was on the lower level and would have been used by the servants and garrison. St Nicholas’s chapel was grander and would have been used by the royal family.
Students should be able to locate the tiny cloister, and the latrine pits in the north range, which would have been similar to private bathrooms. The garderobes would have been highly decorated and, when the king was not in residence, a servant would have been lowered into the pits to clear them out.
Herlewin’s Tower
This tower lies north west of the courtyard house. It was probably built to overlook the cathedral.
Keep and Postern Tower 
Originally this was a large stone tower, built to impress and placed next to the main entrance. Today you enter via the postern passageway through a series of rooms that were used for storage. In the passageway you can see drawbar holes, implying that guards could shut both the inner and outer passage doors. The small annex at the south side of the keep was a treasury, and cost around £9 1s 0d to construct in 1181. 
New Hall and Kitchen
Built between 1201 and 1208, the hall was not very well maintained and by 1247 it was already in need of repair. It was built in the new Gothic style and would have looked very different to the other buildings within the complex. The Sheriff of Wiltshire, the king’s officer, would have used this space for court hearings. The T-shaped building near the new hall was divided into three kitchen rooms, the largest of which contained three bread ovens. These facilities would only have been used for large banquets. For the majority of the year only 20 people would have lived on site.
Gatehouse
Originally you would have approached the gatehouse over a wooden drawbridge, hinged on a pivot like a see-saw. Visitors would have been stopped at this point, asked their business and been searched if necessary. As you enter the gatehouse you will walk through a narrow section which could be closed by an inner set of doors. There were vaulted guardrooms on either side of the passage, and there is still evidence of the drawbar slot for the outer doors. 
Outer Bailey
Little is known about how the outer bailey was used, although normally an area such as this would have held service buildings. The original ramparts would have been topped off with a timber palisade, which was later replaced by a stone wall in the southern section. A large crater is visible beneath the north bank. This was caused by a collapsed tunnel during the 1957 excavations. It is thought that the tunnel was medieval and ran beneath the ramparts, perhaps as a side entrance to the castle. 


Cathedral Precinct
After excavations concluded in 1915, upstanding masonry was left visible and the cathedral foundations were marked out in the grass.
The Early Cathedral
Originally one of the smaller post-conquest cathedrals, the first building on the site had narrow transepts with chapels leading off and a conventional crossing. The crossing must have supported the tower, which was damaged by a violent thunderstorm in 1092. 
Roger’s Cathedral
It is highly likely that Bishop Roger planned to completely replace the modest cathedral that he
inherited, as he wanted to build something far more impressive. In the event, he built new transepts and a presbytery (area reserved for the clergy) with a vestry (treasury).
Students may wish to look out for the base of the pulpitum, which divided the ritual choir from the nave, where the congregation gathered. The cathedral was designed to show the power and glory of God, just as a castle reflected the status of a lord or king. To reinforce this, no pews were provided and the congregation had to stand, much as they would have before a lord. Work on the new cathedral seems to have stopped abruptly, possibly due to Roger’s death in 1139. 
Cloister and Bishop’s Palace
This area of the site may be difficult for students to interpret as nothing remains of the bishop’s palace, which was situated just north of the cloister walk. 
Outer Ramparts
While these ramparts are the most impressive feature of the site, we know little about their construction or use. The ramparts consist of two earth banks which are separated by a ditch. These banks were created around 400 bc and were heightened in either the late Iron Age or the early Roman period. The Normans further reinforced the banks and deepened the inner ditch. Roger of Sarum built a stone curtain wall above the inner rampart in the 1130s. To appreciate the entire height and scale of the ramparts, you can reach the higher level from this point. The entire route is about one mile, which emphasizes the scale of the site. The area outside the eastern gate formed a medieval suburb where a chalk quarry, lime kilns and 70 graves were found. In the castle car park you can see a Second World War pillbox that once held a wireless control room. This has since been converted into toilets.

	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	Iron Age: The settlers of Old Sarum made it their home as it had such a strong defensive position, sitting on top of the Bishopdown Ridge with views across the local rivers and flood plains. 
Romans: Old Sarum held an important position in Roman Britain as it was at the heart of several key roads, including those from Winchester to Exeter and from the Severn via the Mendip Hills. 
Normans: Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, William the Conqueror quickly realized the potential of the site as a fortification. Significantly, it was also chosen as the site for the swearing of the Oath of Allegiance in 1086. 
Middle Ages: Prison for Eleanor of Aquitaine, who was kept under house arrest at Old Sarum throughout the 1170s for supporting her son Henry’s revolt against her husband.
Old Sarum continued to be the hub of royal power during the reigns of King Richard I and King John
Importance for local community with Salisbury's first cathedral. Old Sarum’s importance as an administrative base grew thereafter, as the sheriffs of Wiltshire were established in the castle and the new cathedral provided a body of literate clerks who are known to have assisted with major projects.

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	Old Sarum is one of the most enthralling and historically important sites in southern England. Uniquely, it combines a royal castle and cathedral within an Iron Age fortification and for 150 years was a major centre of both secular and ecclesiastical government.
Typical as a hill fort, typical for motte and bailey, typical as Norman cathedral and subsequent cathedral. Atypical to be all in one place.

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of history:
	Iron Age - importance of location for defence and as market
Romans - As the need for a fort dwindled, meanwhile, the area within the ramparts was converted to become the precinct for a Romano-British temple. Importance of location and mix of religion
Normans and Middle Ages - revealing about everyday life within royal castle, cathedral and market town.

Importance of religion in medieval England due to cathedral. 

	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	How to investigate Iron Age due to ramparts remaining but nothing else of Iron Age - similarly Romans
The importance of archaeology to Historical Sites
The typicality of the site to other Iron Age Forts, or to other examples of motte and bailey castles, or medieval market towns
Significance of religion within medieval Britain
Causation - why chosen, why abandoned, why chosen as prison for Eleanor...

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	Many reconstructions have been drawn or created for the Iron Age Hill Fort, royal castle, and the cathedral. Historic England have done many (on website) Model at Salisbury Cathedral. Turner and Constable created paintings
Heritage explorer for reconstructions

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	Benefits: Old Sarum is one of the most enthralling and historically important sites in southern England. Uniquely, it combines a royal castle and cathedral within an Iron Age fortification and for 150 years was a major centre of both secular and ecclesiastical government. Neither castle nor cathedral was occupied for long: in 1226 the cathedral was moved to Salisbury, although the castle remained an administrative centre into the 14th century. Old Sarum lived on, however, as a notorious ‘rotten borough’ which continued to elect MPs until 1832. 

Benefits: After excavations concluded in 1915, upstanding masonry was left visible and the cathedral foundations were marked out in the grass. Other digs have allowed greater understanding of the site.

Challenges: We have no evidence of the fate of Sorviodunum at the end of the Roman period, and the Anglo-Saxon period as a whole is poorly recorded. In 1003, however, a mint was sited within the old hillfort; and archaeological finds suggest there was late Anglo-Saxon settlement outside the ramparts, so there is evidence of life in and around Old Sarum before the conquest.
Henry VIII sold the castle and allowed the materials to be removed, meaning the site contains remains rather than buildings.


Appendix 4: Example of a completed form – Lichfield Cathedral and town
	Site name:
	Lichfield Cathedral and town.

	Location of site image online:
	http://c8.alamy.com/comp/C8R4MR/aerial-view-of-lichfield-cathedral-and-city-with-stowe-pool-visible-C8R4MR.jpg

	Meets all the required criteria.:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks.:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	Religious centre and also a civil war site.

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	Saxon period as a place of Religious Worship.

	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	A cathedral affected and changed during the Reformation, a military fortress during the English Civil War, a venue in the modern world for major events religious and secular.

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	Religious worship and pilgrimage, a military fortress, tourist destination.

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	Monks, bishops, officials of the Reformation, Royalist and Parliamentarian armies fought over as strategic base, 

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	Reformation changes due to Break with Rome and aftermath, Impact of the civil war, Weathering.

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	Christmas Day 700 saw the consecration of the first cathedral in Lichfield, and, as there was a church (St Mary’s) here perhaps built in 659, and possibly others in between, Lichfield is among the earliest centres of Christian worship in the UK. After the invasion of 1066 the Normans built a new cathedral (of which only few traces remain), and a century or so later that was rebuilt in the Gothic style, and completed by c. 1340. Besieged three times in the civil war it suffered drastic damage, more than any other of our cathedrals. Rapidly repaired in a mere nine years its interior was rearranged at the end of the eighteenth century, and then ‘restored’ in the 19th century by Sir George Gilbert Scott, and that is the cathedral we have today.

	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	The cathedral as a centre of worship, the walls and the ponds which gave it defensive potential during the civil war, the desecrated features from the Reformation and Civil War periods, the shop and tourist information boards facilitating the modern day visitor experience.

	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	The cathedral and its Close played a significant role in the religious life of the city through the ages, in the civil war it was a key military target due to its centralised location and in the 18th C it became part of a centre for culture and learning resulting from its links with e.g. Erasmus Darwin.

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	The cathedral can be compared to other cathedrals in the Midlands as well as nationally and also other military sites from the civil war.

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of history:
	The site will reveal the changing religious belief and attitudes from the Saxon period onwards until the modern day. It will be useful to engage with the role of the church in society.


	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	Questions may frame themselves around the causes of the damage evidenced at the site and whether religious change, warfare or weathering are more to blame.
The impact of religious conflict upon the local area comparing the Reformation to the civil war period.

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	There are a number of available interpretations for study - artistic and otherwise.
An examination could be made into how these inform our understanding of how the site has adapted and changed through time.

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	Benefits - value of the local landscape, bring history alive and make it relevant, the site is a powerful and engaging location

Challenges - availability of the range of resources required, expert guides quality, costs.


Appendix 5: Example of a completed form – Quarry Bank Mill
	Site name:
	Quarry Bank Mill.

	Location of site image online:
	http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank

	Meets all the required criteria.:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks.:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	River location (River Bolin) (and water flow direction) for transportation of spun cotton to Manchester and Liverpool. Tradition of cotton spinning in the area.

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	Samuel Greg - inherited money from an Irish uncle and built the mill in 1874

	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	Traditional cotton spinning methods, to using the waterframe, as invented by Arkwright. Use of child labour throughout the period, and treatment of workers much improved compared to other sites, farm buildings were converted to include building a school and village for workers. Several water wheels installed over time. 

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	Site has been used as a cotton mill, and has also featured an apprentice house for child labourers.
Site is now conservation site for National Trust and stopped functioning as a Mill in the 1960s.

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	Children - education provided (varied depending on gender)
Social activities in the local area due to religious nature of Mrs Greg - who influenced improved conditions for children, due to her religion
Mr Greg provided evidence to Parliamentary Committee about factory conditions 
Mr Greg - slave owner/connections to slave plantations - imported raw cotton cheaply.

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	Extensions have been built, and the buildings at the site changed in order to allow for different functions - i.e., village and apprentice house.

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	Water power via the river --> Steam power being introduced in order to run the mill
Improved conditions for workers by contrast to those of other mills - i.e., Ellis Needham's Mill - Litton Mill
QBM ahead of its time.

	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	Apprentice house & accommodation & schooling for children
Working machinery still available to see, including working conditions and accommodation.

	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	Preserved, early example of a Lancashire/Cheshire cotton mill.

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	Typically built - but not typical experience of workers
Was progressive - and modern for its time.

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of history:
	Mr Greg - had to give evidence at parliamentary committee
Mrs Greg - religious, and keen to improve the conditions of the workers, particularly children
Apprentices - 'owned' by the Gregs until they were 18
QBM - used as historical example at times for both good and bad working conditions.


	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	Were children better off at Quarry Bank Mill, and how did they survive the working conditions in the Mill?
Why would children agree to be 'owned' by the Greg family until they were 18, instead of being able to be free?
How far were conditions at QBM an improvement upon other local mills from the Industrial Revolution?
In the context of the time period, were the workers treated better, compared to other Mills/factories from the period?

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	Informed THE MILL - TV Series - based upon QBM
Reconstruction images from National Trust that demonstrate 'biased' reconstructions - i.e., idyllic picture of apprentice house - not necessarily in line with historical accuracy
Pupils to be given the opportunity to deconstruct these interpretations.

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	Still very much intact and historians can see how the Mill would have worked but sometimes conditions are idealised by the site compared to other sites that are similar - i.e., how the apprentices were treated when, in fact, although they were treated better, can be compared to slaves from the time period due to ownership and some punishments administered.


Appendix 6: Example of a completed form – Tower of London
	Site name:
	Tower of London. 

	Location of site image online:
	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_of_London or type in 'tower of London' into Google image

	Meets all the required criteria.:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks.:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	It was built on Roman foundations for defence purposes, and then the white tower and surrounding defences were built by the conquering Normans to assert their dominance over Saxon England. It's position in the capital city was important as an Icon of power, an administrative centre but also to defend London from attack from the Thames.

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	The Normans built it on Roman foundations in the 1070s to assert his power of the Saxons after the Battle of Hastings. 

	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	The site has changed hugely over time, particularly during the Middle Ages, where several layers of defence were added, as well as palatial rooms for royal residence. Later buildings were added as it became an administrative military HQ and then again when the Victorians knocked down buildings to 're-mediaevalise' it. 

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	The site has had many uses from fortress to royal residence, tourist attraction, site of royal treasures, a royal menagerie, a centre for mustering troops and storing military equipment as well as for map making and coin creation. 

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	This site is important for the military, royalty as well as tourists. 

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	This has been due to different demands on monarchs and changing technology over time. In the medieval times it was very important as a fortress and royal residence. The site endured huge change as monarchs were keen to make the site impregnable. This lessened during the early modern period as cannons developed and the tower became less defensible. The tower also became less desirable as a place of royal residence due to other buildings being more suitable. During longer reigns of monarchs it was also allowed to fall into disrepair as it was not regularly needed for its role in coronations. Its military role has lessened, particularly after the failures of the Crimean war. Its tourist role has increased hugely as tourists have had access to spare time, money and easy travel. 

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	There are lots of significant times in the sites past including the invasion of William the Conqueror, the reigns of key medieval monarchs, the Reformation, industrialisation, the civil war, the 9 years war, Crimean war as well as WW1 and 2. 

	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	The medieval defences are largely unchanged except for the draining of the moat. The white tower is one of the best surviving examples of a Norman tower still in existence. The survival of concentric walls of defence is also useful to see how the crusades influenced architecture in England. You can also see the influence of neo-gothic style in the restorations performed by the Victorians in the 19th C. 


	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	The site is important locally within London, and nationally as a key tourist site for school children, students, and foreign visitors. 

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	The site can be compared with many of the surviving medieval castles in England as well as the Palazzo Real containing the capella palatine. 

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of history:
	It can tell us about medieval royal life through the existing domestic residence, as well as their military concerns. The existence of a chapel can inform us about their religious beliefs. The record of who was imprisoned in the site can inform us about ideas concerning heresy and treason through different times in history. 

	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	The physical remains prompt all sorts of questions about how important sites should be restored. A lot of the restoration by the Victorians was quite aggressive and they got rid of several old buildings in an attempt to restore the tower to its medieval core. 

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	The physical remains are useful for historians as the medieval structures are mostly intact. The changes that medieval and early modern monarchs made to the tower have been documented and so we can build a very full picture of what the site might have been like at various times through its history. We also have original objects as well as reconstructions of material and furniture that can inform the way in which we interpret the site. 

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	There are plenty of challenges to studying this tower due to the complexity of the subject. It is challenging to understand the way in which the function of the tower changed over time as some historians have argued that the reputation of the Tower as gruesome is mainly because it appeals to the popular imagination. It is also a challenge as the number of sources we have in the medieval period is limited, which makes it difficult to compare accurately between periods. The benefits are huge as so much of the original structure survives. 


Appendix 7: Example of a completed form – Bristol Docks
	Site name:
	Bristol Docks

	Upload your site image:
	
Direct Link to Image 

	Meets all the required criteria.:
	Meets all the required criteria.

	Will allow access to the full range of marks.:
	Will allow access to the full range of marks.

	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.:
	Does not overlap with any of my other study topics.

	a) The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings:
	Bristol docks began as a natural harbour but has had man-made constructions added to it. St Augustine's Reach in the 13th century and the floating harbour in the 19th century being the two main developments. It has been a site of local, national and international importance during its near 100 year history. 

	b) When and why people first created the site:
	Came about with the development of Bristol in the 11th century. The docks developed the city as it became a medieval trading centre.

	c) The ways in which the site has changed over time:
	It began as a local port trading largely with Wales and the West Coast of Ireland. It then developed into an international port of huge significance in the 18th century on the back on the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Thereafter it began a long, steady decline before it reinvented itself as a local leisure and tourist destination.

	d) How the site has been used throughout its history:
	To begin with as a port/ trading centre, latterly as a leisure area.

	e) The diversity of activities and people associated with the site:
	Port, Trading centre, Tourist destination, merchants, dockers, engineers, politicians 

	f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used:
	It has changed due to changes in national and international trade. Also politicians and engineers have changed it.

	g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, turning points:
	Growth in size from 1100 - 1700, boomed between 1700 and 1850 before a gradual decline in the late 19th and into the 20th century before a resurgence at the end of the 20th century and into the 21st century as a leisure area.

	h) The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site:
	Dock cranes, the floating harbour itself, the new cut, the SS Great Britain, the remake of the Matthew (Cabots ship)

	i) The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as appropriate:
	National trade centre in the late Middle Ages and an international trading hub in the early modern/ industrial period.

	j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites:
	Unusual with regard to other British dock sites because of its early growth in the pre-industrial period. Some similarities with London as a medieval trading port. Also similar to Liverpool in its growth and subsequent decline. Some interesting comparisons can be made with modern docks such as Avonmouth and smaller ports nearby such as Gloucester and Portishead.

	k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular periods of history:
	Lots to reveal about the lives of Bristolians throughout the centuries. Also the links to the slave trade have a moral angle and how the abolition movement and changes in attitudes had an effect on the docks and the city at large.

	l) How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how historians frame these as valid historical enquiries:
	The docks and new cut are still there but they are no longer a working dock. Many storage sheds and warehouses have been converted into leisure services.

	m) How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other interpretations of the site:
	Lots of paintings and descriptions throughout history that depict Bristol docks in a favourable/ unfavourable light. Daniel Defoe writes about it in the 18th century as the most important docks in the country outside of London. Photos of Liverpool in the early 20th century suggest that Bristol has experienced considerable comparative decline against other national docks.

	n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment:
	Long interesting history with lots of twists and turns. Lots of interesting sites to look around. Bristol museums has lots of information. Regular, cheap boat trips of the site. Within walking distance of the school.
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