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Lesson Element
Virgil's Aeneid: books 1,2,4,6,7,8,10,11,12 Characterisation of Dido
Instructions and answers for teachers
These instructions cover the student activity section which can be found on page 7. This Lesson Element supports OCR A Level Classical Civilisation.

When distributing the activity section to the students either as a printed copy or as a Word file you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
Introduction

At the end of this lesson learners should be able to discuss the characterisation of Dido and how this might or might not differ from the standard Roman perception of women. The lesson aims to cover elements of:

· Characterisation of major and minor characters

· Women in a social, cultural and religious context

· Moral values implicit in the Aeneid.
This activity should be undertaken after prior reading and discussion of books 1 and 4 of the Aeneid, and could also be used as a consolidation or revision task after the whole prescription has been read. It could then be extended to include the other female characters with a discussion of how they are different and what the reasons for this might be (see extension task). Task 1.2 in particular will be much quicker if students are already quite familiar with the text. Students should also already be familiar with the concepts of ‘pietas’ and ‘furor’.

As an entrée to the topic, the lesson begins with a discussion of a stereotypical Roman woman. This is something the students should research before the start of the lesson in order to keep this element brief and to the point. The focus of the lesson is on Dido and how she is depicted in Aeneid 4.
Teachers should be familiar with the content of book 1 and book 4 of the Aeneid.

Before the lesson
Students should be tasked to research for homework the topic of Roman women: what was expected of them, their rights and how they were perceived.

Some suggested books and websites are detailed below:

http://www.cambridgescp.com/Upage.php?p=cla^prose1^stage75&view_section=1#section1
This includes some background information on women plus a translation of Pliny’s letter to Nepos discussing Arria, along with images.

http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/romewomen/tp/111508romanwomen.htm


Some examples of famous Roman women of virtue.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/roman_women_01.shtml


Some useful discussion of virtuous women plus where we get our information from and how reliable it is.

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0151%3Abook%3D1%3Achapter%3D58


A translation of Livy’s version of the story of Lucretia. From Ab Urbe Condita Book 1, chapter 58.

Renshaw, J, (2012), In Search of the Romans. London: Bristol Classical Press, ISBN: 978-1-85399-748-8 P159-172. A wide discussion of the role of women in ancient Rome.

Shelton, J, (1998), As the Romans Did . second edition. New York: Oxford University Press, ISBN: 019508974X
Some inscriptions and a range of quotes from literature. There is a lot of useful material in this book but one focus could be on P291-297, where modesty is discussed.
Activity 1.1 

(5-10 minutes)
Class brainstorming session on ‘What can we understand about noble Roman women?’

The teacher should ask the class for contributions and write collated suggested answers on the white board. This should be left on the board for reference purposes for task 1.3. Students may use the worksheet included in the Student section of this document.
Depending on the passages or sources chosen, answers might include some of the following: dutiful, modest, careful of her honour; duties included childbearing and childrearing; upholding the honour of the family; weaving and making clothes; supervising slaves. She could attend dinner parties but shouldn’t consort freely with other men; she couldn’t vote or have any legal autonomy over her own person or property; she was unable to choose her own husband.

Activity 1.2 

(15-20 minutes) 

For this and Activity 1.3 you may wish to use the table provided in the Student section of this document.
In pairs, using the text from books 1 and 4 draw up a list of all the actions and characteristics of Dido. You should consider her actions and how she is described; what she does and how she feels.

The teacher may find it useful to give an example to get the students started.

Content could include, but is not limited to:

Beautiful, compared to Diana, prays to gods, gives laws to her people, queen, foreigner, builds a city, looks after her people, faithful to Sychaeus, a devoted sister, sacrifices to the gods, succumbs to love/lust, loves hunting and horse riding, gives lavish feasts/entertains, she loves Ascanius/wants a child, [she makes clothes to give as a gift: this is from book XI, lines 72-75, describing Pallas’ shroud], considers honour important and commits suicide because of loss of honour, she curses Aeneas, she deceives her loved ones, she succumbs to madness (furor).
The teacher may want to summarise key points before moving on to the next section.

Activity 1.3
(10 minutes)
Once your list is complete you should then evaluate whether each item on your list could be seen as ‘Roman’, UnRoman’ or ‘Ambiguous’. You could draw up a table or use a key with different coloured pens to label your list or mindmap.

Roman characteristics could include: duty/devotion to family/people (pietas), wanting a child, (making clothes), sacrificing/praying to the gods, committing suicide rather than endure shame, beauty, modesty, wanting to stay faithful to her first husband.

UnRoman characteristics: cursing Aeneas, succumbing to love outside of marriage, giving in to madness (furor), deceiving her loved ones, being Carthaginian, building a city and being queen (compare Cleopatra)

Ambiguous characteristics: feasting and entertaining (it is something Romans did and women were often part of, but not as hosts. This is also an epic convention); hunting and  riding; lawgiving (a good thing in general, but not a job for a woman).

You may want to have a brief discussion about which category some characteristics belong in since some are up for debate. This is probably best done as a class activity, with the students updating their own work, but the teacher could ask the students to work individually if preferred. If necessary, remind students about the concepts of ‘pietas’ and ‘furor’.

Activity 1.4 

(15-20 minutes)

Finally, write a brief paragraph outlining some of the reasons why Virgil may have chosen to portray Dido in this way. Be sure to make reference to the evidence you identified in your reading of books 1 and 4.
Some suggested responses:

· To make her a more interesting character.

· To develop sympathy for her.

· As a foil for Aeneas (they share a similar destiny to found a new city as exiles; as she becomes more ‘foreign’ and gives in to her furor he becomes more Roman and displays pietas, by not giving in to love but respecting the gods and doing his duty towards his men and his family).

· As a ‘love interest’ element and a convention of epic: compare the Odyssey where Odysseus meets lots of interesting women on his travels.

· A plot device so Aeneas can retell the sack of Troy and his travels to date. ‘In medias res’ is a familiar technique often found in epic poetry, most notably the Odyssey.

· An explanation for the Carthaginians wars.

· An oblique reference to recent Roman history (the reader can’t help but draw parallels with Cleopatra).

· Dido is a foreigner so can’t be portrayed completely like a worthy Roman matron. That she shares any characteristics is quite surprising.

If there is any lesson time remaining the teacher might like to collate some of the best responses from the class.
Extension task

Compare Virgil’s treatment of Dido with one or more of the other women in the Aeneid (e.g. Creusa, Camilla, Lavinia, Amata). Are these characters any more ‘Roman’ than Dido? What differences are there? Why do you think they have been portrayed the way they have? Which characters are more interesting and which ones do we have the greatest sympathy with? Make sure you use references to the text to support your analysis.

Some useful resources:

http://www.cambridgescp.com/Upage.php?p=cla^prose1^stage75&view_section=1#section1
This includes some background information on women plus a translation of Pliny’s letter to Nepos discussing Arria, along with images.

http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/romewomen/tp/111508romanwomen.htm


Some examples of famous Roman women of virtue.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/roman_women_01.shtml


Some useful discussion of virtuous women plus where we get our information from and how reliable it is.

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0151%3Abook%3D1%3Achapter%3D58


A translation of Livy’s version of the story of Lucretia. From Ab Urbe Condita Book 1, chapter 58.

Renshaw, J. (2012) In Search of the Romans Bristol Classical Press (London) ISBN: 978-1-85399-748-8, p.159-172. A wide discussion of the role of women in ancient Rome.

Shelton, J. (1998, second edition) As the Romans Did Oxford University Press (New York) ISBN: 019508974X
Some inscriptions and a range of quotes from literature.

http://www.shmoop.com/Aeneid/dido.html


One of the more useful online summaries of Dido’s character.

http://www.gradesaver.com/the-Aeneid/study-guide/summary-book-iv


Another useful commentary on Dido’s character.

Morwood, J. (2008) Virgil, A Poet in Augustan Rome Cambridge University Press (Cambridge) ISBN: 978-0-521-68944-1

See chapters 3 and 5 for relevant discussion about Dido.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX377jIAqQ8


A summary of book 4 using famous art works as a backdrop to the narrative. Not too long. There are many others of variable length and quality. 
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Lesson Element

Virgil's Aeneid: books 1,2,4,6,7,8,10,11,12: Characterisation of Dido
Student Activities
Introduction
These activities will give you an in-depth understanding of the characterisation of Dido, with particular reference to how similar (or not) she is to the accepted Roman ‘ideal’ woman.

Student Activity 1.1

Brainstorm your ideas about what we can understand about Roman women from the available sources. Note your ideas below and make clear reference to the sources you have used.



Student Activity 1.2 
In pairs, using the text from books 1 and 4, draw up a list of all the actions and characteristics of Dido. You should consider her actions and how she is described; what she does and how she feels. 
	Action or Characteristic
	Evidence
	Roman, UnRoman, or Ambiguous

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Student Activity 1.3

Once your list is complete you should then evaluate whether each item on your list could be seen as ‘Roman’, UnRoman’ or ‘Ambiguous’.

Student Activity 1.4

Finally, write a brief paragraph outlining some of the reasons why Virgil may have chosen to portray her in this way. Be sure to make reference to the evidence you identified in your reading of books 1 and 4.
Extension task

Compare Virgil’s treatment of Dido with one or more of the other women in the Aeneid (e.g. Creusa, Camilla, Lavinia, Amata). Are these characters any more ‘Roman’ than Dido? What differences are there? Why do you think they have been portrayed the way they have? Which characters are more interesting and which ones do we have the greatest sympathy with? Make sure you use references to the text to support your analysis.
We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20A%20Level%20Classical%20Greek%20Lesson%20Element"��Like�’ or ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20A%20Level%20Classical%20Greek%20Lesson%20Element"��Dislike�’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.
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OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2016 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.
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