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Learner Resource 1
Create a mnemonic for the names of the regions of the EM spectrum
Introduction

The electromagnetic spectrum is divided by scientists into bands according to characteristics of radiation at different frequencies. Try to come up with your own mnemonic (memory aid) to help you remember the order.
Activity 

The bands, from the lowest frequencies to the highest, are called: Radio waves, Microwaves, Infrared, Visible light, Ultraviolet, X rays and Gamma rays. So your mnemonic needs to be a set of words that start with: M, I, V, U, X and G, in that order. Since the only word most people can think of starting with X is ‘xylophone’, its okay to use a word that starts with ‘ex’ (for example, ‘excellent’, or ‘exciting’) instead. Remember that this is in increasing order of frequency, and that, if we go from the shortest to the longest wavelengths, the letters will go in the opposite order.
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Extension activities/questions:
Question for advanced learners: Why is Gamma radiation named after the third letter of the Greek alphabet?
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