
Guidance on Examining: Timeline

There are many processes between a question paper being created and a student receiving 
their results.

This timeline offers a quick guide to what’s involved::  

FINISH

Markers  
who have passed 
standardisation 
tests download 

papers to  
mark

Scripts  
marked on screen 

with examiners 
continually 
checked for 

accuracy

Awarding 
meetings take 

place to  
decide grade 
boundaries

Standardisation 
meetings take  

place to ensure  
papers are marked 

fairly and  
consistently

Questions 
brought 

together to  
form question 

paper

Papers 
checked for 

accuracy

Papers taken 
twice by 

di�erent experts 
and proof read 

twice

Chair of 
examiners  

signs o� final 
paper

Practice  
papers sent  
to markers

Students  
sit the  
exam

Students 
receive their 

results

Grades 
sent out to 

schools/
centres

Paper 
printed

Mark 
schemes 

developedExam  
committee  

meets to decide  
focus of question 
paper and review 
last year’s paper

START
Questions written 
to o�er right level  
of challenge and 

test relevant 
content

Grades are 
awarded

Creating a question paper

Marking

Your Results


